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Spring is a time for rebirth.
As trees and flowers breathe new life, people often take
stock of their own world and figure out what should stay
and what should go.
Spring cleaning is a great time to get rid of old junk,
but as the old saying goes, “one man’s trash is another
man’s treasure.”
That is the focus of this issue’s cover story by Vanessa
Pellechio. It has become popular in recent years for
talented craftsman to take old furniture and give it new life. End tables, chairs, changing
tables and cupboards that would have otherwise seen the trash heap now have a new look
thanks to these talented men and women.
Giving furniture a new look is great, but sometime land should stay just the way it
has been for hundreds of years. Thousands of picturesque Adams County acres have
been perpetually preserved thanks to partnerships between land owners and the Land
Conservancy of Adams County. Ashley Andyshak Hayes has more in this edition.
Speaking of preservation, a lifetime of lacrosse knowledge is being preserved thanks to
the hundreds of athletes Carol Cantele has coached over the past 25 years. Josh Martin
recently spoke to the Gettysburg College coach about her love for the sport and what it has
taken to thrust the program into the national spotlight.
And finally, we have a real treat in this issue’s Personality Profile. The hardworking,
lovable Ruth Bretzman has been writing “Around Upper Adams” in the Gettysburg
Times for more than 25 years. Ruth always succeeds in making people’s days better with
her trademark smile and desire to help. Holly Fletcher has more on the Queen of Upper
Adams.
That’s all for this week, thanks so much for reading this issue of Companion!

Enjoy!
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SUNDAYS

APRIL 1, 8 & 15

www.masondixondistillery.com

Paul Recital Hall, Gettysburg College

Brunch at
Mason Dixon Distillery

MONDAYS

Trivia Nite at
Sharpshooters Grille
www.sharpshootersgrille.com

THURSDAYS
Trivia Thursday at
Sweney’s Tavern

www.farnsworthhouseinn.com

LENT FRIDAYS

St. Francis Xavier Parish
Lenten Fish Fry
Xavier Center
www.stfxcc.org

APRIL 3, 5, 10 & 12
Community Walking Program
Gettysburg High School
www.gara-recpark.info

APRIL 21, 22, 23, 28,
29 & 30 MAY 5, 6, 7
Nunsense

Gettysburg Community Theatre
www.gettysburgcommunitytheatre.org

MAY 26, 27, 28,
30 & 31;
JUNE 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7,
8, 9, 10 & 11
Driving Miss Daisy
Totem Pole Playhouse
totempoleplayhouse.org

Gettysburg College Senior
Recitals

APRIL 6 & 20

APRIL 18

Proud to be an Adams County
Grower! - Kay Hollabaugh
The Historic GAR Building
hgaconline.org

ND

22 2017
APRIL W
LS

J.W. Gitt on the Glen Rock
Railroad Experience
Steam Into History
www.steamintohistory.com

APRIL 7 TH

First

GettysbuFriday
www.get
rg St
tysburgre
tailmerch yle
an

ts.com

APRIL 7

In The Mood,
A 1940’s Musical Revue
Majestic Theater
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

APRIL 7 & 23

Land Conservancy of Adams
County Art Auction
The Parrot
www.lcacnet.org

BO Plank Gym
EMPTY
ollege
g
burg C
oject.or
Gettys
ningpr
heglea
www.t

APRIL 22

Gettysburg College Jazz Ensemble
Concert
Majestic Theater
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

Majestic Theater
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

2016-2017 Music, Gettysburg!
Season - Double Choir - Folkemer
Psalms and More
Gettysburg Seminary Chapel
www.musicgettysburg.org

APRIL 23 RD

GETTYSBURG
NORTH-SOUTH
MARATHON
& 10 MILER
www.gettysbur

APRIL 15

National Junior Ranger Day
GNMP Museum & Visitor Center
www.nps.gov/gett

APRIL 8

APRIL 23 - 28

Majestic Theater
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

American Odyssey Relay Race
Gateway Gettysburg
americanodysseyrelay.com

TH

9
APRIL 2

Mou
South

Gettysburg College Symphony
Orchestra Concert
Majestic Theater
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

2016-2017 Music, Gettysburg! Season - Gettysburg Children’s Choir
& Chamber Chorale
Gettysburg Seminary Chapel
www.musicgettysburg.org

MAY 5 TH

First Fri

Gettysburg Sday
tyle
www.gettysb
urgretailmer
ch

ants.com

Gettysburg Town Walking Tours
Victorian Carriage Company

APRIL 8
Annual Easter Egg Hunt

Battlefield Harley-Davidson
www.battlefieldharley-davidson.com

APRIL 8, 9, 14, 15
Eggspecially Fun Bunny Run to
Seitzland
Steam Into History
www.steamintohistory.com

Basilica of The National Shrine of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton
setonshrine.org/event/holy-thursday-mass-2

NEW LOCATION!
Gettysburg Fire Department Parking Lot
www.gettysburggardenclub.com

Spring Seminar: Lee & Meade - A
Comparison in Command

TH

GETTYSBURG
OUTDOOR
SHOW
ANTIQUE
urg

COLIN MOCHRIE
& BRAD SHERWOOD
Majestic Theater
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

2016-2017 Music, Gettysburg!
Season - Gettysburg Chamber
Orchestra

n Gettysb
Downtow

MAY 27

Rummage Sale

St. Francis Xavier Center
Dr. Brewer - 717-334-3298

Gettysburg Area High School
www.gettysburgcca.org

MAY 14

Annual Mother’s Day Buffet
Farnsworth House Inn
www.farnsworthhouseinn.com

- MAY 29 -

150th

Totem Pole Playhouse’s Producing
Artistic Director, Rowan Joseph Adams County Education Speaker
The Historic GAR Building
hgaconline.org

MAY 16 - 18

Open Enrollment Gettysburg
Leadership Experience
Gettysburg Hotel
www.gettysburgleadershipexperience.com

MAY 18 - 21

73rd Semi-Annual Gettysburg
Bluegrass Festival

APRIL 14
Good Friday Sations of the Cross

APRIL 16
Easter Brunch at Liberty Mountain

APRIL 15
Hop Along the Bunny Trail
at Hollabaugh’s!

APRIL 16
Annual Easter Buffet

www.hollabaughbros.com

Farnsworth House Inn
www.farnsworthhouseinn.com

APRIL 15
Easter Vigil

APRIL 16
Easter Brunch

Basilica at The National Shrine of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton
setonshrine.org/event/service-good-friday

Parade
and Ceremonies
Historic Downtown

Granite Hill Camping Resort
www.gettysburgbluegrass.com/festival

APRIL 16
Easter Sunday Mass

Basilica of The National
Shrine of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton
setonshrine.org/event/easter-vigil

MAY 20

GNMP Museum & Visitor Center
www.nps.gov/gett

APRIL 14
Good Friday Service

National Shrine of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton
setonshrine.org/event/stations-cross-good-friday

Gettysburg Garden Club’s
SPRING PLANT SALE

MAY 16

APRIL 30

APRIL 23, 30, May 7

Musselman Library, Gettysburg Colloege

MAY 14

ANNUAL
FIRST
FESTunds
airgro
SPRING
ntain F

arathon.com

MAY 20

Gettysburg College
Gamelan Concert

MAY 12

APRIL 28, 29

Agape House
www.adamsrescuemission.org

www.mistereds.com
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Gettysburg College Opera Scenes

2nd Annual Upcycled Art Show &
Silent Auction

Mister Ed’s Elephant Museum
& Candy Emporium Bunny
Party and Easter Egg Hunt

APRIL 13
Holy Thursday Mass

APRIL 27, 28

gnorthsouthm

MAY 5

MAY 12

APRIL 29

APRIL 23

Christ Chapel, Gettysburg College

Majestic Theater
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

Gettysburg Area High School
www.gettysburgcca.org

Gettysburg College Symphony
Band Concert

Gettysburg College Spring Choral
Concert
Lewis Black in Concert

2016-2017 Gettysburg Community
Concert Season - Alliance Brass
Quintet

APRIL 23

APRIL 9

APRIL 9

APRIL 25

Basilica of The National Shrine of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton
setonshrine.org/event/easter-sunday-mass-2

The Overlook Room in the Highland Lodge
www.libertymountainresort.com

1863 Restaurant
Seating is limited, please call for reservations:
717.339.0020 x6019
gburginfo@interstatehotels.com
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Excited to be
moving to our
new location!

13 Steinwehr
Avenue
Gettysburg

Timeline
Offers lassic
Gaming Experience

717-420-5465

We are expanding our toy line to include:

Crazy Aaron’s Thinking Putty
%
Snoozies Slippers
10
OFF
Janod Toys • Classic Toys Entire
April Hours: Monday thru Sunday 10 AM to 6 PM
May Hours: Monday thru Saturday 10 AM to 8 PM
Sunday 10 AM to 6 PM

Purchase
Some exclusions
may apply.
Cannot be combined with
any other offer.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY JIM HALE
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Once upon a time, you couldn’t hold a multitude of video
games in the palm of a hand.
You had to go to an arcade for that, a dim and deafening space
often inside a mall, where a two-player game meant feeding
an extra quarter into a blaring, glaring machine the size of a
refrigerator. You stood, joystick or plastic pistol in hand, beside a
flesh-and-blood person instead of barely noticing the screen name
of some social media user who might be on the other side of the
world.
Gaming was more social before social media, said Brandon
Spencer, whose Timeline Arcade opened in 2011 half a block off

Hanover’s square. People still want face-to-face human interaction,
he said, but with the decline of arcades, movie theaters, roller
rinks, and the like, “there aren’t enough outlets for it.”
But at 22 Carlisle St., the classic arcade experience is on endless
replay. Approximately 135 classic and new machines — from
a vintage table-style Pac-Man unit to the latest digital consoles
complete with virtual-reality capability — create a landscape of
flashing lights and a landslide of sound. Punctuating the noise are
the bells and clanks of actual pinball machines, where real flippers
flip and the silver sphere rolls through three honest-to-God
dimensions. And, next to a virtual-reality setup, there’s an ancient

Atari 2600 connected to a huge console TV straight out of the
Brady Bunch’s living room.
“My goal is to make you feel like you stepped back in time and
are a kid again,” back when an arcade was “a place where you hung
out and made friends,” Spencer said.
But the arcade experience doesn’t have to be for kids. Timeline
is family friendly, but it becomes a BYOB space from 9 to 11 p.m.
on weeknights and 7 p.m. to 2 a.m. on weekends. Conveniently,
Miscreation Brewing Company is just across the street. Also
nearby in downtown Hanover are the Warehouse Gourmet Bistro
& Brewpub and Aldus Brewing Co. The arcade’s overall winter
hours are noon to 11 p.m. Sunday through Thursday, noon to 2
a.m. on Friday, and 10 a.m. to 2 a.m. Saturday.
Regardless of when you visit, won’t need a bulging pocket full of

quarters to have old-school fun. You get a card when you come in,
and you swipe it through a reader attached to most machines. The
charge is $10 per hour or $25 for all day. A parent or guardian
accompanying a child 12 or under can get a non-playing pass
at no-charge. In addition, the arcade can be booked for events
including birthday parties.
Timeline also hosts occasional visits from celebrities, such as
actors from movies like “Dawn of the Dead” and “Friday the
13th” and the star of the web series “Angry Video Game Nerd.”
And the arcade “drops” a giant PacMan from the roof on New
Year’s Eve.
When Spencer was dreaming up his business, the concept took
some time to load. At first, he thought of an all-pinball place
called Full Tilt Family Center. That name played on the lost-ball
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penalty players get when they jostle machines too much, “tilting” them in an effort to affect the ball’s motion. But then Spencer got a
cease-and-desist letter from a bigger outfit with a similar moniker. Timeline is more fitting anyway, he said, since it encapsulates the idea
of “the history of decades of games.”
One influence on Spencer’s decision to enter the arcade business was the National Pinball Museum formerly located in Baltimore,
where he encountered the use of cards instead of coins or tokens. “I thought, this is incredible. I’d love to do this, so I just basically quit
my job to do this, or try to do this,” he said.
Another factor in Spencer’s decision to dive into the business was the success of a friend’s similar arcade, YesterCades in Red Bank, N.J.
Spencer grew up 90 minutes away in Ringwood, N.J., where he loved pinball from an early age. He got to know “route operators” who
tended machines that could be found everywhere from arcades to bars and bowling alleys. Spencer learned to “tinker” with the machines,
and became a collector.
He graduated in 2000 from Bergen Community College in New Jersey. His
studies included stage lighting, which led to a road tour with what was then
known as the World Wrestling Federation. His far-flung career has also included a
stint in the pest-control industry.
Today, Spencer said, he relishes “the freedom to have fun with things I’ve always
enjoyed.”
Expressing a similar thought was one of Spencer’s 15 to 20 employees, Scott
Steinbrenner, who helps manage the Hanover location.
Steinbrenner said he enjoys being immersed in the 1980s and 1990s “nostalgia”
of the arcade environment, and welcomes the variety of working on machines one
minute and interacting with customers the next.
“People usually come in in groups,” he said, “and nobody has their phone out.”
Steinbrenner is also a big fan of the time-based payment system, which he said
makes it possible for people to learn how to get the most out of a game. “You can
keep going and finish the game. You don’t have to put in another quarter every
time you die,” he said.
Spencer said he has learned a lot in the roughly 15 years since he came here.
Early on, he said, folks laughed at his dream of success
in the amusement game. “It was a big struggle in the
beginning,” he said, “but we’re past that hurdle.” In fact, a
second Timeline location opened in York about a year ago.
In February, Spencer was planning to move from
Hanover to the Gettysburg area. However, he said there are
no immediate plans for a third arcade, though Lancaster
or Harrisburg are on his long-term radar. Timeline could
perhaps even become a multi-player game: Spencer said the
thought of offering franchises has crossed his mind.
The arcade’s website, timelinearcade.net, includes a list of
games, event and booking information, and a summary of
Timeline’s ethos:
“Classic pinball and arcade games are huge part of
American history, and they are disappearing at an alarming
rate from malls, stores, and amusement parks all over the
country. We restore all of our classic games to working
condition so that they can continue to be played and
enjoyed by future generations.”
The Hanover site can be reached at 717-634-2600. The
Hanover and York sites each have a Facebook page.
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From giving life to old antiques to
transforming sentimental family furniture
into newfound treasures, there’s no limit for
Adams County residents.
Adams County has become the new hub
for do-it-yourself (DIY) businesses, whether
done in a store, studio or home.
Anyone can design their own furniture.
You could be a full-time employee, mom,
or high school student.
It’s about dedicating time to a rigorous
hobby.
Every small detail matters from sawing
and sanding to each and every paint stroke.
While the rural hills of Adams County
can be a challenge to reach a customer
base, the online market has helped
Adams County businesses like Mountain
Farmhouse Furniture & Décor, Sensenig
Furniture Barn, and Mustard Seed Interiors
LLC, thrive in different ways.
“Facebook helped me get established,”
said Tiffanie Horton, owner of Mountain
Farmhouse Furniture & Décor, noting that
the social media site is the primary venue
for sales since she does not have a website.
The same holds true for Gettysburg
resident Laurie Sensenig of Sensenig
Furniture Barn, located at 2255 York Road
in Gettysburg.
Sensenig has gotten phone calls within an
hour after she posts a photo on Facebook,
she said.
Marian Parsons, owner of Mustard Seed
Interiors LLC, based in Biglerville, went
another route. In 2008, Parsons started
her business through a blog called “Miss
Mustard Seed” in hopes of making $200 a
month to help with groceries and diapers
for her two children.
“There is no doubt I would not be where
I am right now if I did not put myself out
there online,” Parsons said. “I consider the
blog the heart of my business, where the
opportunities came from.”
Her business originally entailed
decorative painting and murals, but
then Parsons realized her passion was in
furniture and antiques.
As Parsons works on projects, she shares
the story behind them on her blog. She
recently started using her painting abilities
to create murals of farmland on some of her
re-designed furniture.

Through the blog, her focus shifted from
retail to teaching others how to make their
own creations.
“I’d rather teach instead of doing the
piece myself and selling it,” Parsons added.
Parsons said her blog has allowed her
to continue her work in the two-stoplight
borough and led to being featured on
HGTV.com, and magazines like “Country
Home,” “Country Living,” “Better Homes
and Gardens,” “Woman’s Day” and more.
The blog also gave Parsons the
opportunity to create her own paint line
known as Miss Mustard Seed’s Milk Paint,
become an antique dealer and sell painted
and re-finished furniture, in addition to
photography, styling home décor and
writing for magazines and websites like
HGTV.
Since Parsons’ paint line was released in
2012, it is now sold at more than 300 stores
in the United States, Canada, Europe,
Australia, Dubai and Malaysia.
When Parsons got into re-painting
furniture, she loved how milk paint gave
“an authentically old look” to her creations
but most appeared in “muted” and
“primitive” colors.
She pictured someone creating “a fresh
color palette.”
“I didn’t know that person would end up
being me,” Parsons said, noting how the
colors were inspired by her childhood spent
in Germany, particularly her dollhouse
furniture that had blues and greens.
Parsons’ milk paint is no stranger to the
Sensenig garage, which is often used on
DIY projects like dressers.
Sensenig, 50, along with her husband
Darrel, 60, have been in the used furniture
business for almost 17 years. Darrel said 99
percent of furniture in the store is real, solid
wood.
When the economy crashed in 2008 or
2009, their business “skated” by for three
years before one of their mattress suppliers
went out of business.
“That was a bit hit on our income in
2011,” Sensenig said. “We had to find
another avenue for our income.”
Eventually, the family found a new way
to revamp the business by adding DIY
furniture. Sensenig learned the painting
techniques from watching tutorials and
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Where to find
hidden treasures?
What someone perceives as waste could be turned into a work of art.
Local DIY business owners say yard sales, auctions and Craigslist are the
best places to start your hunt for the most unique items to give a new life.
“I look for pieces with character or that have good function,” Horton
said. “I like them to be in fairly good shape with only minor repairs.”
Getting solid wood is a challenge to find in stores, according to Horton.
She enjoys going to auctions and yard sales to nab furniture, in addition
to scanning Craigslist.
Parsons is drawn to pieces that are multifunctional and have plenty of
storage capabilities. She also tries to find pieces that are small enough to
fit in vehicles; otherwise it’d be difficult to sell.
Some items are picked up at local antique stores and on occasion at thrift
stores, but most of them are found on Craigslist, according to Parsons,
who noted her father picks them up for her.
The Sensenig family finds most of their furniture at auctions since Darrel
frequently attends them. Sensenig said they do buy furniture out of
people’s homes as well.
In the past, Sensenig has discovered a dresser or two on the side of the
road with a “free” sign attached.
Sensenig noted it has to be real wood and in good condition.
“We’ve had people bring stuff right here, and we buy it off their
trucks,” Sensenig said.
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instantly went to work.
Sensenig did not have an
advertising budget, so she turned
to social media to help grow the
business – using Facebook to post
images of completed projects.
“The business is how we make
our living,” Sensenig said. “This is
our main thing.”
In August, Sensenig’s son Jacob,
now 18, showed an interest in
building furniture. Jacob started
with bed benches, and recently
created customized farm tables.
“The tables are starting to take
off,” Sensenig said, adding that
the latest customer is coming from
Washington D.C.
Jacob said the building trades
program at Adams County Tech
Prep has helped him learn the
basics.
“Personally, I like the work I do,”
Jacob said. “I’m not used to going
into a furniture store and seeing it
handmade anymore.”
Jacob still plans to help out with
the family business when he goes
to Thaddeus Stevens College for
the masonry program next school
year.
The business, which has 8,500
square feet of space, has a wide
array of items such as coffee tables,
end tables, recliners, bedroom sets,
and sofas.
Horton’s business, Mountain
Farmhouse Furniture & Decor,
just started taking off two years
ago.
Horton, an Orrtanna resident,
started re-purposing furniture as a
hobby four years ago after having
two sons – one is four years old
and the other six years old.
“I gave up my other hobbies
when I had kids,” said Horton,
who works a full-time job as
a commercial banker. “This is
something I can do when they
sleep. It’s good to have something
that’s just yours. This is my hobby.”
After Horton began creating
too many pieces to keep in the

“

It’s nice to see
people that appreciate
it. We’ve become,
as far as a society,
throw it away and buy
something new.

”

						

Jacob Sensenig

house, she opted to sell items
through Facebook. She’s
also a vendor in The Vintage
Market at the Old Red Barn,
1293 Warm Spring Road in
Chambersburg.
Horton started the business
when she switched jobs and
had more flexible hours,
spending her free evenings
and weekends painting
projects.
One of Horton’s favorite
things to do is re-purpose
family furniture. For example,
she turned the washstand
that belonged to her husband
Nathan’s grandmother into a
working sink in her house.
She also has a dresser in
her bedroom that she bought
with her grandmother at a
yard sale.
“I fixed them up to our
taste and keep them in my
home,” Horton said.
DIY furniture also comes
with DIY pricing, meaning
that there are not uniform
costs for each and every item.
For Horton, pricing varies
depending on the work that
goes into the item. It could
range from using complicated
techniques or needing
multiple paint coats and
refinishing work.
At the Chambersburg store,
some of Horton’s items can be
as cheap as $10.
Prices vary for Parsons’
items, too. A dresser could
range in price from $225 to
$325, according to Parsons.
“I started my business when
my budget was tight,” Parsons
said. “I try to keep prices
affordable for people on a
tight budget.”
Parsons has created all types
of pieces from upholstery
sofas and chairs to tables,
dressers and hutches. One of
her favorite pieces was also the
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most challenging – a tufted sofa.
“I totally stripped it and did antique linen
fabric and painted the frame in milk paint,”
Parsons said.
For Parsons, a piece could be completed
within a few hours since milk paint dries
quickly, if she already has a vision for it. It
depends on the piece and the shape it’s in,
according to Parsons.
It takes the Sensenig family about seven
to 10 days from start to finish on average
for a piece of furniture, which includes
cleaning, sanding, and fixing the item.
The Gettysburg business’s prices range
from “low to moderate,” according to
Sensenig. Customized pieces are priced
based on the materials used and time.
Jacob’s rustic farm table he’s working on
would have cost the D.C. woman $2,000,
but she is getting the item “for a quarter of
that,” Sensenig said.
“It’s nice to see people that appreciate it,”
Sensenig said. “We’ve become, as far as a
society, throw it away and buy something
new. I’ve seen people of all ages come here
and younger people because of the DIY
network. They are learning they can do it
themselves, too. It’s fun to see.”

The outlet Shoppes
@ Gettysburg
717-398-2775

15% off

purchase
of $25 or more
Expires May 31, 2017

IF
YOU
GO:
Sensenig Furniture Barn
2255 York Road, Gettysburg
Hours: 10-5 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 1-5 p.m. on Tuesday,
10-4 p.m. Saturday, and closed Sundays for family.
For customized orders, call the store phone number at 337-9600.

Mustard Seed Interiors LLC
Biglerville studio, contact Parsons through blog at missmustardseed.com to set up an
appointment. Items to be sold at Lucketts Spring Markets, Clarke County Fairgrounds, in
Berryville, Virginia

Mountain Farmhouse Furniture & Decor

The business’s Facebook page, facebook.com/MountainFarmhouseFurnitureandDecor,
is the most direct way to reach Horton.

The Vintage Market at the Old Red Barn

1293 Warm Spring Road, Chambersburg
Hours: Every second weekend – Friday 12-8 p.m., Saturday 10-5 p.m., Sunday 12-5 p.m.
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H istory Meets the Arts
19th annual

June 10 -12, 2016
GettysburG
GettysburG
ColleGe
ColleGe
ballroom

• 35 a rtists in person
• openinG niGht preview party
• artist & author presentations
• oriGinal paintinGs & sCulpture
• workinG Demonstrations
• Contemporary 18th Century
perioD aCCoutrements,
Colonial pottery, sCrimshaw,
Canvas floorCloths & more.
GETTYSBURG COLLEGE BREAM GYM
Friday June 9: 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm
(Preview Party: $35.00 ticket required)
Saturday June 10: 10:00 am to 6:00 pm
Sunday June 11: 10:00 am to 4:00 pm
(artists scheduled at noon on Sunday)
Free admittance Saturday & Sunday

For more information, please
contact: 717.334.7950 or visit
www.HistoryMeetsTheArts.com
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The Flower Boutique has
all the best flowers to make
someone smile.
We also have a wide selection
of flowers online and for
delivery in Gettysburg or
anywhere you like.

See Us First For Plants, Roses, Wreaths
and All Your Wedding Flowers, Too!
39 N. Washington Street | Gettysburg, PA | 717-337-1423
www.theflowerboutiqueofgettysburg.com
~ I n o u r 1 8 t h Ye a r o f C l e a n i n g Ad a m s C o u n t y ~

Spring is here, but
it’s not too late for a
good Spring Cleaning!

~ Get 15% off a Spring Cleaning! ~
Become a regular customer (at least 2x monthly),
and continue to receive 5% off for the first 3 months!

TheYouGenjoy
ood Life CLeaninG ServiCeS
The Good Life, while WE do the dirty work!
Call (717) 642-3711 to sChedule your free estimate!

James Gettys
Hotel est. 1804

An elegant, award-winning all suite boutique
hotel in historic Gettysburg, PA

27 Chambersburg street
gettysburg, Pa 17325

888-900-5275 • 717-337-1334 • www.jamesgettyshotel.com

Join Us For Our

67 Season!
th

May 26 –
June 11

June 16 –
July 2

July 7 –
July 28 –
July 23
August 20

A celebration of the music of Irving Inspired by the famed recording session
The Drowsy Chaperone is a loving
Starring Emmy Award Winner send-up of the Jazz Age musical Berlin, follows the journey of a piano that brought together rock ‘n’ roll icons
Michael Learned from The
Elvis Presley, Johnny Cash, Jerry Lee
featuring one show-stopping song as it moves in and out of American
Waltons, Driving Miss Daisy tells and dance number after another. lives from the turn of the century to Lewis and Carl Perkins for the first and
the story of an elderly Jewish
An evening of madcap delight! the present. Alternately heartbreaking only time, this now-famous impromptu
jam session is not to be missed!
and hilarious, rousing and reflective!
SPONSORED BY WALKER,
matron and her chauffeur.
SPONSORED BY F & M TRUST

CONNOR AND SPANG, LLC
AND RICHARDS ORTHOPAEDIC

SPONSORED IN PART BY
ESSIS & SONS CARPET ONE

SPONSORED BY EDWARD JONES AND
PAUL D. ORANGE MD FAMILY MEDICINE

August
22 – 27

BONUS SHOW!

Starring Meredith Baxter & Michael
Gross of Family Ties! An evocative,
touching, frequently funny but
always telling pair of character
studies between two people who
grew up together but went their
separate ways.
SPONSORED BY LUDWICK EYE CENTER

Tickets: 717.352.2164 | 888.805.7056 | TotemPolePlayhouse.org
9555 Golf Course Road, Fayetteville, PA 17222
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Bretzman’s
FOCUS

Ruth Bretzman
Story by Holly Fletcher
Photos by Darryl Wheeler
If you live in Adams County, you probably know Ruth Bretzman.
The spry 84-year-old is involved in more than a handful of local
organizations and has lived her entire life in the Upper Adams area of
Bendersville, near Bear Mountain.
Born in October 1932, a daughter of Charles and Hazel (Dietrick)
Bretzman, Ruth attended grade school in Wenksville and graduated in
1951 from Biglerville High School. She has fond memories of being a
waitress at Bucher’s Restaurant (now Elkhorn) in Bendersville.
She was hired right out of high school as a typist for the Navy Ships
Parts Control Center in Mechanicsburg, moving her way up through to
management clerk and assisting the many visiting ships and sailors. She
retired in 1988, after 37 years of government work.
She is a life member of the Upper Adams Jaycees and has spent
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Personality Profile
countless hours volunteering at events
such as the National Apple Harvest
Festival.
She is also a life member of the
Bendersville Fire Company, volunteering
for more than 65 years.
"We used to set tables and wash dishes
when we were teens," she says, adding
that she later served with other women on
the canteen committee that took food and
drinks to large fire calls.
One of the most difficult and
memorable occasions was carrying
food along the fire line at a fire on Big
Flat Mountain. "We ended up getting
drenched with water from an airplane
overhead," she laughs.
Serving the community is simply in
her blood. She comes from a long line
of first responders; from firefighters and
forest fire wardens to EMTs and nurses.
"My parents, brothers, sisters, nieces and
nephews ... some of whom we've lost over
the years, they've always been involved in
giving back to the community."
She is an active member of Bethlehem
Lutheran Church, the Biglerville Senior
Citizens, the Upper Adams Senior Center,
and a member of two Upper Adams Red
Hats groups – the Apple Darlin’s and the
Country Bumpkins.
Ruth's claim to fame, however, is the
column she writes for the Gettysburg
Times newspaper, giving weekly reports of
people and happenings in the upper end
of the county – from bingo's to birthdays.
She’s been writing “Around Upper
Adams” for 27 years, never missing a
week, even when she spent time in the
hospital last year. “I just handwrote my
notes until I could get to my computer,”
she says, matter-of-factly.
Her computer – a laptop she bought
and her niece helped set up – has been
both a blessing and bane the last couple
of years. In fact, it was computers that
convinced her to leave her government
job in Mechanicsburg.
“I retired in 1988 from the depot
because computers were coming and I
didn’t feel like dealing with them,” she
admits. “I thought I was too old to learn,
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isn’t that funny?”
In 1991, when Times Editor B.J.
Small asked her to take on the Upper
Adams column for the paper, she started
out using a trusty pen and typewriter.
No matter the weather, her column was
published each week.
“One time there was too much snow
and I could not get the column down
the mountain to Traci Lower (former
newspaper employee). My brother came
by on his snowmobile and took the
column down to Traci and she was able
to get it into the paper.”
Later, when it seemed that technology
could no longer be avoided to keep the
column going, Ruth decided to take
some local computer classes. “I learned
that you are never too old to learn.”
She started coming in to the
newspaper office to type her column
into the computer system. But there was
still the problem of traveling down the
mountain
“I tell people ‘when there’s snow, Ruth
won’t go!’ and it’s true,” she states. Now,
with her laptop, she can send her column
electronically with “a lot of ” help from
her niece. Other family members pitched
in to get her a digital camera for her
work. “It’s great! I just take my camera
to the drug store and hand them the
little memory card and they give me my
photos,” she says.
She clips and keeps each column,
storing them in multiple albums at her
home. They have come in handy, like
then when Bendersville Fire Co. called
her for information as they prepared to
celebrate their 100th anniversary.
Ruth enjoys her part-time gig at the
newspaper, but admits it’s not really a
job. “It’s an adventure.”
With so much going on in the county,
it can be hard to keep up. "When people
ask which way I'm going, I tell them
there's only one way to go ... crazy!"
She truly loves to keep people
informed (I'm part nosey, which helps!")
and enjoys the compliments she hears
from readers. In one of her columns, she
mentioned a resident's upcoming 90th

birthday and learned later that the woman received nearly 100 cards.
"She told me she didn't even know she knew that many people, she
was so thrilled!" says Ruth. "Making other people happy makes ME
happy."
When she’s not writing her column or volunteering in the
community, you’ll probably find Ruth fishing ("not as much as
I used to") or sitting in a firehall. “Bingo is my game, news is
my fame!” Her favorite places to eat are the Elkhorn Inn at
Bendersville, and Cameo Diner in Aspers.
She also loves country music, especially George Strait,
and her favorite baseball team is the Baltimore Orioles.
Although she never married ("I was too busy as a
career girl to have a man"), Ruth has always been there
to support her many nieces and nephews.
"Family and faith - that's what is important," she
said.
At the end of each weekly column, Ruth adds a
little "pick me up" quote. The positive words are
sometimes borrowed from others and sometimes
she just makes them up. "Live for today and pray
for tomorrow" is one of her favorite endings.
"I try to be a good Christian and a good
neighbor and I think the world would be a better
place if we all just tried to help each other," she
says.
Although she never expected to be writing the
newspaper column for so many years, Ruth plans
to continue as long as her health holds out.
She loves the area and the people, many of whom
refer to her as "the newspaper lady."
But she does not let the local fame get to her
head.
"My young nephew told me one time, Aunt Ruth
you worked for the government for 37 years, and
you've been writing for the newspaper for 27 years ...
you're OLD!"
Check out "Around Upper Adams" each Friday in
the Gettysburg Times newspaper.
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Giving Back
NEW FREEDOM

PENNSYLVANIA

Ride the rails President Lincoln rode on his way to
Gettysburg to present the Gettysburg Address!
Civil War MusiCians, storytellers and re-enaCtMents
Wild West rides - Murder Mysteries
storytiMe on the train - steaM and diesel train rides froM
MarCh until the end of deCeMber

Land Conservancy preserves

county’s beauty

Story by Ashley Andyshak Hayes • photos by John Armstrong

2017 Season of Adventure
Main street station, 2 West Main, P.o. box 128, neW freedoM, Pa 17349 | 717.942.2370 | WWW.steaMintohistory.CoM
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Tom and Jackie Colgan moved into their little piece of Adams
County paradise nearly 50 years ago.
The couple was living in Hanover at the time, and Tom, an
English teacher at New Oxford High School, would drive past the
property on his way home from work. He loved the brick house
and the dozens of old white oak trees visible from Irishtown Road.
The Colgans had four young children, and wanted them to grow
up close to nature, so they moved into the late 19th century home
in 1970. Over the years, the family planted thousands of pine trees
and daffodils, tended vegetable gardens, and shared their land with
steer, goats, ducks and chickens, in addition to the area's wildlife.
Meanwhile all around them, housing subdivisions were popping
up, including one that now abuts their property. Wanting to
preserve the habitat they had created, the Colgans decided last fall
to place a conservation easement on their property through the
Land Conservancy of Adams County, ensuring that it will remain
undeveloped for generations to come.
"Tom wanted to do it for years," Jackie said, as the couple
walked around their property one unseasonably warm afternoon
in late February. "There's so much farmland going (into
development)."
Tom said he originally talked with the Land Conservancy 10
years ago about the possibility of preserving the land, and the rapid

pace of development eating away at the neighboring farms made
Jackie finally give in to Tom’s wish.
With that decision, the Colgans' 19 acres became part of
the nearly 10,000 Adams County acres preserved via the Land
Conservancy of Adams County, or LCAC, over the past 20 years.
The couple also became the first landowners in Oxford Township
to place a conservation easement on their property.
The Colgans' attachment to their land mirrors that of many
other landowners who have placed conservation easements on
their properties over the years, said Sarah Kipp, the LCAC's land
conservation coordinator.
Whether they inherited the property from a relative or bought it
outright, “they have a personal attachment to their own land, or to
the general character of Adams County, and want to preserve it,”
she said.
Landowners who place a conservation easement on their
property retain ownership of the land, and can pass it on to their
children. The easement simply controls the type of development
that can occur on the land in the future. For instance, buildings on
the property can remain and can even be renovated or expanded in
some cases. However, the land cannot be subdivided and cannot
be used for anything deemed “environmentally degrading,” such
as mining or gas extraction, Kipp said. The land also remains
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private property and does not become public green space, as some
landowners fear, she said.
When a landowner approaches the Land Conservancy to
inquire about an easement, Kipp initially takes the proposal to the
LCAC's Conservation Committee, an all-volunteer group, which
determines "if preserving the land would have public benefit
and if it is a project we should pursue," she said. If the proposal
is approved, Kipp then does further research on the property to
discover any outstanding liens or other issues with the title. If
there is a mortgage on the property, the LCAC must seek approval
for the easement from the lending institution. Kipp also creates
a "Baseline Documentation Report," a record of the property's
features, which is used during future annual inspections.
"I draft an easement for the landowner to review, and we work
together to create an easement deed that meets the property
owner’s goals as well as the Land Conservancy’s," Kipp said. "This
process typically takes several months, and is even longer if grant
funding is involved and other entity reviews and approvals are

required."
Property owners also have input into the process. The Colgans
set forth several stipulations in their easement: future owners of
their land can raze the current home and build a new one if they
wish, and can pave the lane connecting the house and parking
areas to Irishtown Road. However, “the (building) footprints that
are here are the footprints that should remain,” Tom said, meaning
no new outbuildings can be constructed.
Adams County landowners can choose to participate in other
conservation programs administered by the county; the total land
preserved through LCAC and Adams County easements to date
is nearly 20,000 acres, Kipp said. However, preserving an area's
rural character through conservation easements is considered to
be one of the most effective forms of protection because of an
easement's permanence, "whereas land owned by the state or a
local government could be sold or swapped and converted to a
different use," Kipp said.
"A preferential tax assessment program like Clean and Green

protects land from conversion by discouraging development, but
it’s not permanent preservation since landowners can pay the
back taxes to remove their property in order to sell the land for
development," she said, referring to one of the county's programs
designed for agricultural or forested properties.
Some property owners considering an easement are concerned
about the resulting decrease in their land’s value, but the tax
deduction that these landowners are then able to claim helps offset
the loss, Kipp said.
Growing up in central Ohio, Kipp said she has always felt

drawn to agricultural areas, and was not surprised to find herself
in Adams County. She completed a graduate program in city
and regional planning at the University of Pennsylvania, and
was encouraged by a professor to complete a certificate program
in land conservation. Though she had never visited Gettysburg
before assuming her position at the LCAC in 2009, she said it was
“really easy for me to fall in love with Adams County.”
“It took me a few years to realize how lucky I am to have this
as my first job,” she said. “It’s a unique location with constant
development pressure. Land preservation feels very important to
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do here.”
Kipp meets on an annual
basis with each involved
landowner.
“I visit every single property
we have preserved,” she said. “I
walk around the properties and
meet up with the landowners. I
feel a strong sense of ownership
for every project I work on,
from beginning to end. It’s an
ongoing relationship.”
With only one full-time
staff member, the LCAC relies
heavily on a core group of
about 30 volunteers for both
operations and fundraising.
In addition to serving on
the board of directors and
associated committees,
volunteers organize the LCAC's
two major fundraising events:
the Road Rally, a county-wide
scavenger hunt by car, and an
art auction.
While the LCAC does not
have a stated goal concerning
the number of acres or
properties it would like to see
preserved in Adams County,
it does prioritize properties
along the county's streams
and waterways, and near the
"gateways into Gettysburg,"
Kipp said.
Conservation easements
don't just preserve land; they
can also bring a sense of peace
to property owners.
“To live in the middle of this
20 acres is a real treat for me,”
Tom Colgan said. “It’s our tiny
little legacy for some future
generations. I'm happy to have
it done."
For more information about
the Land Conservancy of
Adams County, visit lcacnet.
org, or stop by the LCAC
office, located at 670 Old
Harrisburg Rd., Gettysburg.
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OUT & ABOUT
Photos by John Armstrong

Mount Hope

Maple Madness

Strawberry Hill Nature Preserve staff members demonstrated the tools and techniques
needed to create maple syrup from tree sap during the preserve’s annual
Mount Hope Maple Madness event at Camp Eder, on Mount Hope Road west of Fairfield
on Feb. 25 and March 4.
The festival, including hearty breakfasts with plenty of syrup, tours and vendors is held
each year on the last Saturday in February and first Saturday in March.
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LOYALTY WALK
WALK
LOYALTY
WALK
LOYALTY
WALK
LOYALTY
LOYALTY WALK
LOYALTY WALK

Entertainment Every Saturday!

ADAMS COUNTY SPCA
ADAMS COUNTY SPCA

27 TH ANNUAL

ADAMS COUNTY SPCA

A Walk Benefiting Homeless Animals

53rd Annual National

Apple Harvest Festival

October 7 - 8 & 14 - 15, 2017
Apple Desserts • Antique & Classic Cars
300+ Arts & Crafts Vendors & Much More!
Upper Adams Jaycees Sponsors
10 miles northwest of Gettysburg at Arendtsville, PA

SOUTH MOUNTAIN FAIRGROUNDS
717-677-9413 or 717-334-6274

www.appleharvest.com •

/AppleHarvestFestival
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Our History Is Serving Good Food...
Join us for generous helpings of
great home-cooked foods served in
a friendly, family atmosphere.
_______________________

Daily Specials • Breakfast
Lunch • Dinner
~ Separate Lounge ~

1275 York Rd., Peebles Plaza • 717-337-2700

HUSTON-FOX FINANCIAL ADVISORY SERVICES, LLC
113 Carlisle St., Gettysburg, PA 17325
Ryan@HustonFox.com | www.HustonFox.com | 717-398-2040

Open at 11am daily • Reservations Accepted
Visit our website for our full menu:
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Your Table Is Waiting

Plenty Of FREE Parking

~Ask About
Our Full Service Catering~
~ Awesome Kid’s Menu ~
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Ryan Fox, MBA, Financial Advisor/Partner

Prep

Thursdays

Deck Parties
Full
Page
$699
Full
Page
$699
Call
Your
HalF
Page
$413Sales

Size 3 1/2” x 8 1/2” • 4 Coupons

Legendary D.J. Breeze-Mon
Trivia • Give-Aways • Prizes

Size 3 1/2” x 8 1/2” • 4 Coupons
Music

Size 3 1/2” x 8 1/2” • Live
4 Coupons
Acoustic
Rep
Today

Size 3 1/2” x 4 1/8” • 2 coupons

Every Friday & Saturday

Quarter Page $258

HalFPage
Page
$413
HalF
$413
717-334-1131

Size 3 1/2” x 2” • 1 Coupon

PARROT HEADS
ROOST HERE!

Biggest
Deck In
The County

All -Day - Sunday

Liv

3

$• 200•
MARGARITAS
1/2”x x
4 1/8”
2 coupons
Size
331/2”
4 1/8”
coupons
Call Your salesSize
rep 717-334-1131
Deadline May 3, 2017
BOGO FREE GYROS

Deadline May 3, 2017

E

Quarter
Page
$258
Quarter Page
$258
Size331/2”
1/2”
x 2”
1 Coupon
Size
x 2”
• 1 •Coupon

All

DO YOU WANT THE
CONVENIENCE OF

Call
Yoursales
sales
rep
717-334-1131
Call Your
rep
717-334-1131
Deadline
May
3, 2017
Deadline
May
3, 2017

HOME
DELIVERY?

Rate is $27 for one year and $42 for
two years. Subscribe today or online
gettysburgcompanion.com.

NAME: �������������������������������������
ADDRESS: ���������������������������������
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HALL OF FAME

Cantele finds joy
in bringing Bullets
to national stage
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Story by Josh Martin
Photos courtesy of Gettysburg College

At times, the best decisions aren’t always the easiest ones to make.
For Carol Cantele, the best decision was a no-brainer.
After spending four years at Plymouth State University in New Hampshire, where she
resurrected the women’s lacrosse program, Cantele was offered the opportunity to return
to her alma mater, Gettysburg College. A former field hockey and lacrosse star for the
Bullets during her playing career, Cantele wasted not a moment before returning to coach
at Gettysburg.
And the rest, as they like to say in this Civil War town, is history.
Cantele has guided the Gettysburg lacrosse program for the last 25 years, lifting the Bullets
to national prominence. She amassed an astounding record of 357-102 prior to the 2017
season, steering Gettysburg to 10 conference titles and an NCAA Division III national
championship in 2011.
But coming home was about more than winning championships for Cantele, a 1983
Gettysburg graduate and 2013 Adams County Sports Hall of Fame inductee.
“It was an easy, easy decision,” she said. “To go back to a place that gave you so much and
give back in return was an incredible opportunity. I’m blessed to be able to do that.
“I replaced the woman that I played for, Lois Bowers, who I have the utmost respect for.
It was daunting thinking about filling her shoes but the greatest way to honor someone is
to remember all of the great lessons that they taught and emulate the good things that she
coached. It was a real honor to fill her shoes.”
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It did not take long for Cantele to pinpoint her career path. In fact, she wasn’t even old
enough to drive when she realized what would become her life’s work.
“I had that moment when I was in middle school,” she said. “We had some student teachers
who served as assistant coaches and I saw their enthusiasm and enjoyment. I knew I wanted
to be like one of those girls when I grew up.”
Cantele was born in Wisconsin but moved to Delaware County, PA with her family when
she was five. She was the youngest of four children who all excelled at sports. Her father had
been a captain on the Temple University football team and her brother played both baseball
and football at Princeton. Cantele played multiple sports as a youth, later focusing on field
hockey and lacrosse.
Following her scholastic career Cantele, then Carol Daly, continued playing both sports
at Gettysburg. She helped the school capture its first national title in 1980 as a member
of the field hockey team. A year later she played on a Bullets’ lacrosse team that made an
appearance in the national playoffs.
“As a player, being on the field and winning a national title in 1980 was so exciting,” said
Cantele. “It was the season that never ended. We got to stay overnight in a hotel and play
another game (in the tournament); the innocence of it all. I played with people that to this
day are my best friends in the world.”
After graduating from Gettysburg, Cantele began turning her childhood vision into a
reality. It didn’t take long for her to parlay her passion and dedication into success, as she
directed a turnaround at Plymouth State that saw the team go from a 2-9 record in 1990 to
9-3 the next season.
Following a 10-2 mark in 1992 she received the offer from Gettysburg. Not only was
Cantele eager to give back to her alma mater, but putting northern winters in her rearview
mirror was enticing as well.
“I am not a New Englander,” she said, laughing. “It’s very cold and isolated up there.”
Aside from dodging the dreaded nor’easters, Cantele was eager to help student-athletes
enjoy the same experiences she had while attending Gettysburg, even if that meant splitting
her time between lacrosse and field hockey. She coached both sports for 10 seasons, leading
the Bullets field hockey program to 121 wins and five conference titles before resigning to
focus on lacrosse.
Her success as a field hockey coach, while remarkable, pales in comparison to the incredible
career Cantele has had in lacrosse. Since 2000, the Bullets have won no less than 14 games
in any season and have qualified for the NCAA Division III National Championships 16
times. The Bullets have gone 184-33 in conference play under Cantele’s tutelage.
With 381 overall wins, Cantele ranks fifth nationally in career victories. She was named
the NCAA Division III Coach of the Year in 2006 and 2011, and is an eight-time Metro
Region Coach of the Year. She was recognized nationally last year when she received the
Diane Geppi-Aikens Memorial Award, which is given for lifetime achievement in the sport
of women’s lacrosse.
Cantele has coached 39 All-Americans, 127 all-conference selections, and six of her former
players have been named Intercollegiate Women’s Lacrosse Coaches Association Player of
the Year at their respective positions.
When asked the key to her success as a head coach, Cantele avoids the spotlight as deftly as
an oncoming defender.
“I’m blessed to have an incredible staff that is creative, loyal and committed to the team and
each other,” she said. “And I have a super supportive (athletic director) who allows us to
work in autonomy, and think outside the box.”
Bringing the Gettysburg College program into the national discussion was one thing,
but keeping the Bullets on the big stage has proven to be equally if not more challenging.
And for Cantele, who still finds joy in watching her players develop and express their
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creativity during the flow of a game, the
heightened expectations can alter the
experience.
“It’s hard to stay there because you feel
like you have to do more and more,” she
said. “I miss the age of innocence. The
bar has been set and the hardest part is
allowing yourself to enjoy the journey
and not focus ‘we have to be this way.’
That saps the spontaneity and joy, and
sometimes that’s a bummer. We really
try to focus on the process and not how
we’re supposed to be. Enjoy what comes
from it.”
Cantele, who also serves as Gettysburg’s
Assistant Director of Athletics, exudes
enthusiasm when talking about her
players and the game. Her passion hasn’t
waned during a remarkable playing and
coaching career that has spanned more
than 30 years on the collegiate level.
It is a career she has no plans to close the
book on in the foreseeable future.
“It’s too much fun right now,” she said.
She is also afforded the unique
opportunity to work with her husband,
Mike Cantele, who is the Head Athletic
Trainer at Gettysburg College. When
not focusing on the lacrosse season the
Canteles enjoy traveling abroad, playing
golf and sampling craft beers.
“We work with each other very closely,
and it’s really great to be able to do that
with someone who shares the same
passions,” she said.
Cantele will continue to pursue the
dream that began as a child, one that
allows her to help foster the dreams of
young adults who may someday find
themselves giving back to the school or
sport they love. That is her end game,
watching her players grow, succeed and
cherish their time at Gettysburg College.
“As a coach, it’s watching all of that,”
she said. “You recall it all and take it in
because you’re an observer of them. It’s
really cool because you’re watching their
celebrations and disappointments, and
you get to be a part of it. It’s a joy and I
have a front-row seat.”
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1235 & 1236 RuSSell TAveRn RoAD, GeTTySBuRG, PA 17325

19th Century restored Federal Style Residence w/attached guest/in-laws residence. 4,000+ Sq. Ft. w/6 BR’s & 7.5 baths plus 1044
Sq. Ft. Carriage House w/living quarters an 2 car garage all on 37.29 acres with panoramic views 360 degrees. Land is board
fenced w/bank barn. Outstanding rear yard, flagstone patio (heated), KOI pond & botanical garden surrounding. This is your estate
that can please an entire family or potential country retreat. $995,000.00 MLS# 21607101
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