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What’s Inside:

We put your interests fi rst and foremost by off ering transparent, honest, local advice and 
investment management services. We are professional investment advisors.

Ryan Fox, MBA, Financial Advisor/Partner

Locally owned, local decisions, independent, and fee-only. Our goal is to be partners in your fi nancial 
journey. We coordinate your fi nancial planning needs using a variety of methods.

HUSTON-FOX FINANCIAL ADVISORY SERVICES, LLC
113 Carlisle St., Gettysburg, PA 17325

Ryan@HustonFox.com | www.HustonFox.com | 717-398-2040

Contact me for a complimentary, no-pressure introductory meeting to 
analyze your existing portfolio needs, your goals, and, most importantly, 
your questions. We accept no commissions.
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Traditions surround the holiday season.
Most of us cherish memories of Christmas' past while 

eagerly anticipating future celebrations.
This issue of Companion captures the magic of Christmas 

in Adams County.
Mary Grace Keller explores how different cultures mark 

the holiday. There is a lot of diversity in our community and 
not all Christmases look the same.

You cannot escape shopping during the holidays and 
D.K. Thomas' story gives us insight into the many unique 
places to shop in our backyard.

After all of that shopping, you will need energy! Our 
own Companion sales executives - Nancy Pritt, Brooke 
Asper and Tanya Parsons - share their favorite cookie 

recipes. Unfortunately, they did not bring any samples to the office so I could make a 
recommendation.

Giving back is another key part of the holidays but it should also happen all year. And it 
does! Jim Hale's story tells us about local residents who left Adams County this fall to assist 
those in hurricane-ravaged areas. 

Josh Martin closes out the magazine with a story on a local legend closing out his career. 
Barry Streeter is synonymous with Gettysburg College football but after more than three 
decades, someone else will be on the Bullets' sideline next fall.

We hope you enjoy this edition of Companion. All of us at the magazine wish you a 
wonderful holiday season.
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December
Santa’s
Shanty

visit with
santa in his shanty

on lincoln
square!

Holiday  Open Houses,  
  Sales & Tours!

Shows & Concerts

Other Events

WEEKENDS
Visit With santa at
the Outlet shOppes at GettysburG
www.theoutletshoppesatgettysburg.com

WEEKENDS
hOliday CarriaGe rides at
the Outlet shOppes at GettysburG
www.theoutletshoppesatgettysburg.com

1 - 31
natiOnal Wreath prOjeCt
Soldiers National Cemetery

FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS
Christmas at the
jennie Wade hOuse

9th  a hOmespun Christmas
Historic G.A.R. Hall
www.hgaconline.org

9th  annual hOliday hOuse
tOur and tastinG
Inns of the Gettysburg Area
www.gettysburgbedandbreakfast.com

9th & 10th
hOliday Open hOuse
Boyer Nurseries
www.boyernurseries.com

9th  GettysburG hiGh sChOOl
hOliday market
www.gettysburg.k12.pa.us/Page/9

9th, 16th, 23rd
the 12 tastes Of Christmas
hOliday WalkinG fOOd tOur
www.savorgettysburgfoodtours.com

15th  adams COunty arts COunCil
hOliday market
www.adamsarts.org

16th, 23rd
free hOliday hOuse tOur
Historic Farnsworth House Inn
www.farnsworthhouseinn.com

16th  hOliday tOur Of
histOriC prOperties
Fairfield Area
Hosted by Fairfield Area Historical Society

17th  ChampaGne Christmas
Open hOuse
Antrim 1844
www.antrim1844.com

7th - 22nd
Christmas CarOl dinner theater
Farnsworth House Inn
www.farnsworthhouseinn.com

8th - 11th & 14th - 18th  a Christmas 
CarOl by Charles diCkens
Majestic Theater
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

8th   annual hOliday tuba
CarOl fest
Lincoln Square

8th, 15th, 22nd
GettysburG “the musiCal”
Best Western
www.gettysburgthemusical.com

9th   “deCemberWeen”
Christmas shOW
Waldo’s & Co.
www.facebook.com/WaldosOnStratton

9th   the ten tenOrs hOme fOr 
the hOlidays tOur
H. Ric Luhrs Performing Arts Center
www.luhrscenter.com

10th  biG band Christmas
American Legion Post 26, Dillsburg

15th   Christmas in sOnG
Trinity United Church of Christ
www.facebook.com/gburgchoralsociety

17th   Christmas OfferinG
Chapel of the United Lutheran Seminary
www.musicgettysburg.org

31st  natiOnal lampOOn’s
Christmas VaCatiOn mOVie
Majestic Theater
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

WEEKENDS
steam intO histOry
www.steamintohistory.com

4TH - 8TH  CandleliGht tOurs
The National Shrine of
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton
339 South Seton Ave, Emmitsburg, MD
www.setonshrine.org

9TH  & 16TH  feast Of Christmas
The Historic Fairfield Inn
www.thefairfieldinn.com

9th  breakfast With mrs. Claus
Refectory at United Lutheran Seminary

9th  museums by CandleliGht
The National Shrine of
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton
339 South Seton Ave, Emmitsburg, MD
www.setonshrine.org

9th  dOOr tO bethlehem
The National Shrine of
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton
339 South Seton Ave, Emmitsburg, MD
www.setonshrine.org

9th  tOOth fairy family fun day:
pOlar express
Gateway Gettysburg
www.gatewaygettysburg.com

9th    ladies’ hOliday tea at
hOllabauGh brOs., inC.
www.hollabaughbros.com

10th   COmfOrt fOOd tOur
Washington & Chambersburg Streets
www.savorgettysburgfoodtours.com

16th 
Christmas 2017 murder mystery: 
nOW yOu see it, nOW yOu dOn’t
Battlefield Bed and Breakfast Inn
www.gettysburgbattlefield.com

16th  uGly sWeater Christmas party
featurinG sChizOphOniC
Battlefield Brew Works
www.battlefieldbrewworks.com

22nd  prOCrastinatiOn CelebratiOn
The Outlet Shoppes at Gettysburg
www.theoutletshoppesatgettysburg.com

24th   Christmas eVe dinner
1863 Restaurant
www.gatewaygettysburg.com

24th  Christmas eVe mass
The National Shrine of
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton
339 South Seton Ave, Emmitsburg, MD
www.setonshrine.org

25th   Christmas day feast
1863 Restaurant
www.gatewaygettysburg.com

25th  Christmas day mass
The National Shrine of
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton
339 South Seton Ave, Emmitsburg, MD
www.setonshrine.org

28TH   a Christmas CarOl:
a GhOst stOry fOr Christmas
Trinity United Church of Christ
www.gettysburgtrinityucc.org

DECEMBER 31ST

neW year’s eVe at
Christ ChurCh

Christ Lutheran Church

neW year’s eVe mass
The National Shrine of

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton
339 South Seton Ave, Emmitsburg, MD

neW year’s eVe bash
Gettysburg Hotel

rinG in the neW year at
liberty mOuntain!

neW year’s eVe CelebratiOn
Lincoln Square

neW year’s eVe
CelebratiOn dinner

The Inn at Herr Ridge

neW year’s party 
Farnsworth House Inn

nye 2017 murder mystery: 
tOtally 80’s, tOtally murder

Battlefield Bed and Breakfast Inn
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Gettysburg Area Retail Merchants Association (GARMA) works hard to assist merchants 
in drawing shoppers to town, during Yuletide and throughout the year. This time of year, 
one of GARMA’s greatest efforts include lighting the tree on the square, and bringing 
Santa Claus to town to visit with the youngsters, said Jennie Dillon, GARMA member.

Although last year the new tree on the town square was a tad short, this year it’s rising 
to it full original height, said Jennie. “It will be 32 inches taller, back to its full height, and 
it will have the Gettysburg Star on top,” she said. After the old tree was disposed of last 
year, GARMA learned the star on its top was custom made for the Gettysburg Christmas 
tree. “We were able to get it back this year. Also new this year, there will be colored lights 
interspersed on the tree,” Jennie said, noting the tree and wreaths GARMA puts up 
annually will already be illuminating downtown when this publishes.

“Aside from the tree, we supply Santa’s shanty, Santa, and the suit, and generous 
GARMA members donate the chocolate lollipops in traditional shapes that Santa hands 
out,” she said.

GARMA is also adding some decorations near the library in an effort to brighten 
Baltimore Street. “There’s just not much between the courthouse and Steinwehr Avenue,” 
Jennie said. Add to that, GARMA works with the borough to offer free parking in the 
downtown area from noon to 8 p.m. during the holiday season so shoppers have a little 
extra to spend at local businesses. GARMA works with the borough and Main Street 
Gettysburg to “have a cohesive Christmas,” Jennie said. Also, when shoppers are just not 
sure about the perfect present, GARMA offers merchants’ gift certificates for sale, which 
are only available downtown at Artworks at 30 York St., she said.

Nerd Herd Gifts and Games, 10 York St., a student-run business, offers a wide selection, 
from developmental stocking stuffers to the latest fantasy games; plus the store hosts game 
nights for youth, and even the adults are allowed to tag along and play.

Catherine Lemaire, who bills herself as “one of the few adults” at Nerd Herd who 
“quietly begged to help out,” said the toys and games run the gamut from “Nerdling” to 
adult.

“We’ve got every age covered from early developmental in the Nerdling section and 
we go from there,” she said. Pandemic is hot right now, “you see a lot of global disaster,” 
said Catherine, noting the popularity of theme games, especially zombies and space, for 
the older kids. There is beginner gaming for the tots, which goes up incrementally for the 
different age groups and abilities to the full-blown games “with a lot going on” for older 
youth and adults.

Lark, located at 17 Lincoln Square, has an enormous selection, and the shop has a new 
offering this year – the Wish List – the brainchild of Lark’s marketing director, Ken Knox, 
which allows people to fill out a list of what they would like to find under their Christmas 
trees, much like a bridal or baby registry, so others can stop in at Lark, check out the list, 
and shop accordingly.

Lark’s Peace on Earth signature ornament is a hit amongst customers, Ken said, and 
“scarves are unusually hot this year.” Lark also offers a lovely infants’ section, as well as a 

Downtown Gettysburg has it all when it comes to holiday shopping, from A&A to Zen 
and everything in between for gift-giving needs from cradle to centenarian.

A mecca for local shopping, gift mavens will delight in the unique choices in a range 
of prices to fit every pocketbook being offered by Gettysburg merchants this season. 

Gettysburg shopkeepers spend the year searching out the unique, new, and amazing to 
offer alongside the tried and true, many seeking out artisans from near and far to bring 

one-of-a-kind offerings to the local marketplace.

GARMA

NERD HERD

LARK

DOWNTOWN

gettysburg

mecca
CHRISTMAS

SHOPPING

StorY And pHotoS BY

d.K. tHomAS

Nerd Herd

Lark
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small line of toys for the younger crowd. 
Shelves are also stocked with perennial 
favorites such as Swell bottles, Bobbi Becker 
cards, Moon Glow necklaces, and socks. 
Yes, socks again. “Socks are huge. You can 
never go wrong with socks,” Ken said.

Lark is offering a unique ornament, the 
Gettysburg ornament, a laser-cut wooden 
ornament of a horse and sleigh crossing a 
covered bridge made by GingerCottages.
com. While the company makes other 
ornaments, which the store also stocks, the 
Gettysburg ornament is unique to Lark, 
said Ken. 

Timbrel Wallace, Lark owner and Nerd 
Herd sponsor, said both locations will 
extend their hours “a bit” in December 
to “allow people a little extra time for 
shopping after work,” until 6 p.m. 
weekdays. There will also be special coupon 
promotions leading up to Christmas, 
as well as on Facebook and the stores’ 
websites, plus there will be in-store specials.

Lark Continued

True Friends Boutique, 22 Baltimore St., owned by Deb Bair, is the “only bead store in 
town, and a great gift store,” complete with the wrap and cards to go with the present, said 
saleswoman Deanna Williams.

Baby items, especially the super soft stuffed toys, are “very popular,” said Deanna, who 
has worked at the boutique for five years. Purses and accessories just move off the shelves, 
with a lot of people “coming in for those.” Deanna said, “Everything is very moderately 
priced, very affordable. We have wonderful candles, and fun Christmas bangles.” If a 
bracelet isn’t your cup of tea, there are other jewelry items, as well as lovely accoutrements 
for nearly every design style.

True Friends offers a wide selection of handbags and scarves to meet every style, plus a 
huge line of jewelry for all occasions, all at moderate prices. And don’t forget the beads in 
the second room, at this exclusive downtown bead shop.

“For more than 38 years Gallery 30 has offered beautifully handcrafted products 
designed to stand out and stand the test of time … to inspire you and those you love,” said 
Linda Atiyeh, owner of the 26 York St. emporium of handcrafted treasures.

The merchandise is original, one of a kind and handmade, offering a great selection 
from which to choose, said Linda, noting “First and foremost, we support independent 
American artists. We recognize the value of American craftsmanship and the majority of 
the products you will find at Gallery 30 are made in the USA, many by local artists.”

To passersby, Gallery 30 is easily recognizable as the shop with all the “gourds galore” 
out front. Linda said she offers a huge selection of gourds, from small to large, cute 
birdhouses to holiday-themed characters, including Santa Claus and delightful snowmen.

“Funky handbags to sensuous scarves,” faux fur to incredible jewelry, Gallery 30 has 
it all. Remembering the younger crowd, there is a wide selection of “wooden jumpies,” 
which are Bavarian handcrafted wooden figures that jump on a spring, and can be hung 
from the ceiling or even a fan, Linda said, noting the line of traditional wooden toys “that 
you simply will not find at a big box store.”

Purple Piggy is offering up an abundant selection of gifts at terrific prices, said Michelle 
Agapakis, owner of the 13 Steinwehr Ave. shop. “Almost everything is under twenty 
dollars, although we do have a few higher price items, like our jelly fish lamps which are 
on the higher end but are still very popular,” Michelle said.

Putty in an array of colors is super popular, starting at just a few dollars, and makes a 
fantastic stocking stuffer. “It was developed for kids with autism but now is coming into 
(mainstream) popularity. It’s similar to Silly Putty, but we have it with glitter, scented, for 
under UV lights,” said Michelle.

If squishy putty isn’t on your list, not to despair, the shop is stocked full of a huge variety 
of other goodies, including made in the U.S. crushed glass and recycled pottery dishes, 
with no two alike. There’s a lovely selection of Silver Forest earrings. And, Purple Piggy 
carries a fun construction zone plastic plate for tykes with heavy equipment shaped fork, 
spoon and pusher utensils.

If you’re shopping for someone whose pet is the love of their life, this shop carries a huge 
selection of pet-themed items, including coaster, magnets, socks, mugs, pillows, and more.

From men’s cologne to tasty treats, upcycled clothing to one-of-a-kind necklaces, A&A Village Treasures, 53 Chambersburg St., has it 
all, ready to fulfill your holiday shopping needs.

Anthony Kylor and Amado Mesa own the shop “which is growing little by little.” Anthony says the shop’s goods are a combination of 
handcrafted products, including locally made with others being crafted by artisans from around the country, plus Fair Trade items, and 
even local food vendors.

Whether your gift list includes locally-made pottery, glass works, gourmet chocolate, or even the ever-popular McCutcheon’s jams and 
jellies, A&A stocks it all. “We have We B Wicked Treats. The white chocolate cranberry is insanely good,” said Amado. “We have nut 
butters (locally sourced), and gourmet and Fair Trade coffee. We try hard to curate these treats.”

A&A is the place to meet any pop-up card needs, Amado said, also noting a lovely line of men’s bath and body products, including 
shampoo, colognes and beard oil. “In the boutique (area) we carry ladies’ jewelry, much of which is handmade, and three exclusive lines 
of clothing,” Amado said, one line of which is super-trendy dyed upcycled items. “And we have two local food people. The jewelry artist 
works in silver and fuses her own glass.”

Lord Nelson’s Gallery, located at 27 Chambersburg St., carries an amazing 
array of history-related goods, from books and prints to jewelry and pottery, 
and many items in between.

“We have quite a diverse selection,” said owner Philippe du Bois, noting a 
lovely line of historical, landscape and wildlife artwork, but nothing Civil War 
at this shop. Lord Nelson’s has something to fit every price range. “Prints range 
from about $20 to paintings for $15,000,” he said.

About 95 percent of the wares are handmade in the United States by various 
artists. In addition to prints and paintings, Lord Nelson’s carries a line of art 
glass, metalwork and woodwork.

Philippe said he tries to carry “separate and unique” items, asking artists and 
vendors if other shops in town carry their lines before he agrees to handle their 
goods in his gallery. “You will see things here you don’t see anywhere else.”

TRUE FRIENDS

GALLERY 30

PURPLE PIGGY

A & A

LORD NELSON’S

True Friends
Boutique

Lord Nelsons

Purple Piggy

Gallery 30

A&A
Village Treasures
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While Artworks, located at 30 York St., has been around for about 11 years, the business 
has a new shopkeeper this year, Jennie Dillon, who has been the new owner since June. 
“We try to live up to the name Artworks,” Jennie said, noting she works hard to stock items 
unique to Gettysburg, or merchandise that shoppers can only find locally in her store.

This is the only location to pick up that special Gettysburg ornament created by Wendell 
August exclusively for Artworks. “I took a picture of the tree and he put it together as 
an ornament,” Jennie said. The gorgeous metal ornament is an engraving of the Lincoln 
Square Christmas tree.

From wooden creations to handbags to jewelry, all at moderate prices, Artworks is ready 
to help customers meet the needs of their holiday shopping lists. Chala handbags, wallets 
and cellphone bags are a “hot, new line,” which includes animals and prints. “It’s (Chala) 
one of the two best lines I brought in when I bought the store. It’s phenomenal. The other 
is Silver Forest, a jewelry line. They are number one and number two,” Jennie said. Chala is 
designed in the USA and a sponsor of an animal rescue group, she said.

Add to those lines, a unique selection of quilts, plus a line of items geared toward the 
men on anyone’s shopping list, and Artworks stands ready to fill the order. Plus Artworks 
serves as a drop off location for donations for veterans. The shop has a list of items needed 
to assist veterans, and accepts the donations for distribution, Jennie said.

Aymeigh and Rizz stand ready to assist with customers’ shopping needs at Zen and Now, 
48 York St., said shop owner Kelly Matthews, noting the wide selection of stones, crystals, 
jewelry, metaphysical and gift items available.

“We have essential oils, candles, crystals and stones, and handcrafted jewelry,” Rizz said, 
adding prices range from a few cents to “pricey.” Mandalas, which are laser cut, are huge at 
Zen and Now, which offers a wide array of the handcrafted items.

“The owner (Kelly) makes the mandalas and does personalized astrology charts. She 
makes earrings as well,” said Aymeigh, who noted most of the items Zen and Now stocks 
are not mass produced, but created by artisans.

The second room is chockfull of bins of crystals and stones, in addition to a variety of 
unique artistic items, many the perfect size for stuffing a stocking this Christmas. Plus, the 
shop carries a dramatic array of dragons and fantasy figurines.

Christmas Haus, located at 13 Baltimore St., while new to Gettysburg this year, has a long tradition in nearby New Oxford. Roger 
Lund, owner, said he opted to open shop at the new location to “introduce German tradition” in town.

Roger said he traverses Germany, especially in what was formerly East Germany, sometimes going door-to-door seeking out artisans to 
bring one-of-a-kind handcrafted German ornaments and decorations to his local shops.

While at the downtown shop “ everything is hot because we’re new,” pyramids and Schwibbogen (candle arches) “are going crazy,” with 
offerings from small, very affordable ones to “presentation pieces,” Roger said. “A lot of people are looking for one specials thing with that 
wow factor. Both of these (pyramids and Schwibbogen) tend to do that. They are dramatic and beautiful in the home.”

Christmas Haus also fits every purse. “For sure anyone can walk in the store and find something. We have a wide price range, up to 
$1,850, but there is a lot in the store for just $3.50,” Roger said. Lessons at no extra charge are also available to anyone who shops at 
Christmas Haus. “We try to teach customers about German traditions and about the artisans who make these pieces,” he said.

ARTWORKS

ZEN AND NOW

CHRISTMAS HAUS

The Flower Boutique has all the best 
flowers to make someone smile. We also 

have a wide selection of flowers online and 
for delivery in Gettysburg 

or anywhere you like.

39 N. Washington Street | Gettysburg, PA
717-337-1423

www.theflowerboutiqueofgettysburg.com

See Us First For Plants, 
Roses, Wreaths and All Your 

Wedding Flowers, Too!

Christmas Haus

Zen & Now

Artworks

Do You Want the 
Convenience of
HOME

DELIVERY?
Companion Magazine, now in 

its 14th year, is complimentary 
and available at more than

100 area advertisers, retailers 
and merchants.

Our subscription rate is $27 for one year 
and $42 for two years, which is the best 
bargain. Use this order form to subscribe 
today or online gettysburgcompanion.com.

DON’T MISS A SINGLE ISSUE!

NAME: ��������������������������������������

ADDRESS: ����������������������������������

��������������������������������������������

CITY: ���������������������������������������

STATE:���������  ZIP: ������������������������

PHONE: �������������������������������������

Mail Your Check or Money Order to:

COMPANION MAGAZINE
P.O. Box 3669

Gettysburg, PA 17325

13 Steinwehr Avenue • Gettysburg
Sun.-Thurs. 10-6; Fri. & Sat. 10-9

717-420-5465

10% OFF
Entire Purchase

Some exclusions may apply. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

Snoozies Slippers
25% Off
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Jennifer
(Theurer) Miller

1968

Anthony Konopka, a Private in the Army,

sitting in the Rec Hall of Camp Crowder, 

Missouri on dec. 25, 1943.

Born in Ranshaw, PA, current resident of

Gettysburg and is now 94 years old.

Jennifer
(Theurer) Miller

1966

Jennifer
(Theurer) Miller

1965

Parker, Grandson of
Kim & Mike White

2015

Christmas at the Hisey's
with Uncle Bob "modeling"

1956

Steve (3) and

Mike (5) Hisey

Christmas 1954

Bower / Finfrock family
Winter 1975

Rick, Wayne, Cathy & Doug 

Bower and Danny Shank

Christmas 1971

Alwine Family Christmas

1956 - Judy (Alwine) Hisey,

6, right Alwine Family Christmas
1956 - Judy (Alwine) Hisey,

6, middle
Tom, Janet,

Lois, and Karen Bender
1964

Tom, Janet,
Lois, and Karen Bender

1966

Wicker Family, Christmas
1984

 Farmhouse, East Berlin, Pa.  - Holly {Wicker} Fletcher, Lee Wicker, Christopher Wicker, Shannon Wicker

 Betty & Timothy Wicker  

Christmas eve, 1984

 Farmhouse kitchen, East Berlin, Pa.

Edward L. and Ruby Warren

and family

(Lisa, Ed JR & Linda)

circa 1966

want to see your photo featured in 
Companion Magazine?

send us yOur

Vintage Valentine
phOtOs fOr Our

january / february 
editiOn!

Submit by December 15 to
design@gburgtimes.com
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StorY BY mArY GrACE KELLEr 

    
    

     
     

GETTYSBURG AREA HIGHLIGHTS

Christmas
Traditions

FROM THE18 th, 19 th & 20th CENTURIES

T winkling lights, piles of gifts, and the months-long 
celebration that is Christmas present would be 
unrecognizable to the people of Christmas past. 

The Rev. Alexander Dobbin built his home in 
Gettysburg in 1776, and most likely didn't celebrate Christmas 
at all. 

Dobbin House Tavern owner Jacqueline White said Dobbin 
was an Irish immigrant and one of the Christians who opposed 
yuletide merriment. 

Dobbin was a Puritan, specifically a Convenanter, according 
to White. Convenanters were a Scottish-Presbyterian 
movement and among the "Pennsylvania Puritans" who had 
an aversion to celebrating Christmas. They thought the gaiety 
and festivities surrounding December 25 took away from the 
religious meaning, according to White. 

"(The Dobbins) probably read from the Bible and thought 
of the day as the birth of the Christ child," or may have done 
nothing at all, White said. 

Quakers, Scots-Irish Presbyterians (like Dobbin), Baptists, 
Mennonites, and Methodists viewed their Puritanism as a 
"thing of the spirit," author Don Yoder wrote in the book, 
"Christmas in Pennsylvania." 

Those who did partake in Christmas revelry included the 
Lutherans, Reformed, Moravians, Episcopalians, and Catholics, 
according to Yoder. Their celebrations did include a religious 
side with communions, decorated churches, and the singing 
of hymns, but the merriment also spread to their homes and 
streets, Yoder wrote. 

Fast forward about 100 years after Dobbin's time and you'll 
find Christmas is celebrated by most people. During the Civil 
War, however, Christmas wasn't always a time of cheer. 

Jennie Wade was shot and killed by a stray bullet on July 3, 
1863 during the Battle of Gettysburg. She was staying with 
her sister Georgia McClellan, who had recently given birth to 
her firstborn, Lewis Kenneth, according to Starr Fagerstrom, 
assistant manager of the Jennie Wade House. 

A few months after Jennie's death, the McClellan family 
experienced their first Christmas in the house. 

"Jennie was just killed in July. That first year was hard," 
Fagerstrom said. 

John and Georgia had a few children and moved to Iowa a 
couple years after Jennie was killed, according to Fagerstrom. 
Their Christmases in Gettysburg would most likely have been 
simple celebrations, if the family wasn't still in mourning.  

The McClellans were on the poorer side so they didn't have 
lavish decorations and gifts, Fagerstrom said. 

Children of the 1800s received small gifts like yo-yos, 
peppermints, toy drums, kazoos, and an orange if they were 
lucky. 

The Jennie Wade House is decorated each year to resemble 
how the McClellans and the McClains, the family who lived on 
the other side of the duplex, would have celebrated Christmas. 

During the 19th century, the smell of garland, spices, and 
fruit consumed the air at Christmastime. 

Slices of dried orange are strung over the McClellan's fireplace. Mantles and tables are adorned with fresh holly, pine, and mistletoe, 
with an apple or pomegranate nestled between. 

"That's kind of how they decorated because they didn't have the money," Fagerstrom said. 
The McClains were a middle class family, so on their side of the house they have a Christmas tree and fancier decorations.  
Branches are cut out of the tree to provide room for presents to be stuffed inside. The tree is short and sits on a table. Homemade 

ornaments, walnuts on strings, ribbons, and American flags decorate the tree. A nutcracker sits on a high shelf, overlooking the living 
room. Stockings are snatched from mother's dresser to hang above the fireplace. 

"They just tried to make it as festive as they could," Fagerstrom said. 
Compared to today, Christmas was a much simpler time. 
"They learned to do without. Money wasn't a big issue," Fagerstrom said. 
Celebrations weren't drawn out from the first of November to the end of December either. Decorations went up a few weeks before 

Christmas and came down the day after, according to Fagerstrom. 
"Christmas was more about the birth of Christ," Fagerstrom said. 
While the McClellans and the McClains had a modest Christmas, the wealthy Shriver family went all out for the holiday. 
Hettie and George Shriver, along with their daughters Sadie and Mollie, spent five Christmases in their Gettysburg home from 1860 to 

1864, according to Shriver House Museum owner Nancie Gudmestad. 
George's father died when he was young, so George inherited a large farm and liquor business, Gudmestad said. This allowed for the 

family to build a new house, complete with a saloon in the cellar and a two-lane bowling alley in the backyard, Gudmestad said. 
"We imagine (them) taking that holiday time to show off their new house," Gudmestad said. 
Their Christmas tree would have been stuffed with porcelain dolls, bugles, gloves, hats, books, and more, according to Gudmestad. 

Cornucopias hung from the tree, filled with peppermints, nuts, and gumdrops. They lit real candles on the tree, but always kept a bucket 
of water nearby, Gudmestad said. Children opened poppers, from which paper hats, poems, riddles, candy, and toys would spring forth. 

Sadie and Mollie played with Noah's Ark, which was reserved for Sundays and religious holidays, Gudmestad said. The family 
made clear candies in the shape of animals and German springerle cookies. Greenery covered the house, as did strings of popcorn and 
cranberries, according to Gudmestad. The girls put out cookies for Santa Claus and carrots for the reindeer, though Rudolph the red-
nosed reindeer wouldn't be invented until the next century. 

The Shrivers were luckier than most, but their money didn't exclude them from the suffering of the Civil War. 
George joined the Union Army and said goodbye to his wife and children. The families 

left behind supported each other during the holidays. 
"When times are tough, families pull 

together," Gudmestad 
said. 
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Most soldiers thought they would be home by Christmas that first year, but 
the war raged on. 

George briefly came home to Hettie and the girls December 26, 1863 
before heading back to battle. 

During the Battle of Gettysburg, Hettie took her girls out of town to her 
parents' house where she thought they would escape the worst of the fighting, 
according to Gudmestad. 

Hettie's parents lived between Little Round Top and Big Round Top, 
where some of the worst fighting took place.  

The family remained there throughout the battle, the sounds of fighting all 
around them. When they came home they discovered Confederate soldiers 
had taken over the house. Soldiers broke through the wall in the attic to 
shoot people in the street. Someone must have shot back because two soldiers 
died in the attic, Gudmestad said. 

The story of the Shrivers serves as an example of what civilian life was like 
during the war, good and bad. 

"It's their home so we tell their story," Gudmestad said.  
When people come to tour the Shriver House during the holidays, 

Gudmestad makes sure the place is decorated as authentically as possible. 
They usually sell out tours during the Christmas season, and for some 

tourists, it's a family tradition. 
About 90 years after the time of the Shrivers, a little piece of Gettysburg 

countryside became the place where the 34th president of the United States 
would spend his holidays. 

Dwight D. Eisenhower and his wife Mamie loved to celebrate Christmas at 
what is known today as the Eisenhower National Historic Site. 

Site Manager Ahna Wilson and her staff know just how to emulate the 
Eisenhower Christmas, thanks to their oral history records. 

"Mamie Eisenhower absolutely loved Christmas. She loved to decorate. She 
loved to host," Wilson said. 

The Eisenhower grandchildren were joined by the families of the White 
House staff and Secret Service. Wilson said Mamie got very personal presents 
for each of them. 

Delores Moaney, the Eisenhowers' cook, said her granddaughter always 
received the same gifts Mamie's youngest granddaughter Mary Jean got for 
Christmas, according to the oral histories. 

Mary Jean was recorded describing Christmastime at her grandparents' 
home. 

"She (Mamie) had special china for Christmas and special placemats and 
special everything. That was just her time of year. She really enjoyed it," Mary 
Jean said. 

Susan Eisenhower, another granddaughter of Ike and Mamie's, was 

F.W. Woolworth is credited with bringing 
Christmas tree ornaments to the United 
States.
In the late 1800s, Woolworth brought glass ornaments
from Germany to his store in Lancaster. He couldn't stock 
shelves fast enough.
 
The rise of German-made ornaments in 
America halted with the start of World War II.
This gave way for the American company, Shiny Brite, to 
take over the Christmas scene. 
 
Following the war, German companies 
wanted to find their way back into American 
stores.
Richard Sellmer's company sent an Advent calendar to 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower. A photo of Eisenhower's 
family with the calendar printed in the newspaper, making 
the Advent calendar famous. In present day, Germans refer 
to Advent calendars as Eisenhower calendars. 
 
Candles shine bright behind windows during 
the holiday season.
This tradition of placing a candle in the window came from 
Germany. An elaborate candle holder called a Schwibbogen 
was displayed in German homes as a sign of safety and 
welcome to travelers. This was inspired by the light miners 
would finally see after emerging from the mine shaft. 
 
The first Schwibbogen was made in 1726 by 
Johann Teller.
The early versions were forged out of a single piece of 
wrought iron. The number of candles varies with the size of 
the arc. When Germans emigrated to the United States they 
couldn't take their large Schwibbogens with them so they 
put candles in the windows instead. 

German Roots
in American Christmas

BY mArY 
GrACE KELLEr

Roger Lund, 
owner of The 

Christmas Haus 
in New Oxford, 

is somewhat 
of an expert 
in Christmas, 
specifically 

German 
Christmas. He 
sells German-

made Christmas 
products and 

travels to Germany 
on a regular basis. 
Lund has learned 
that some of the 
holiday traditions 

Americans 
practice today are 
rooted in German 
history. Here are 

some lessons from 
New Oxford's 

Christmas expert. 

recorded saying someone dressed up as Santa Claus every year to pass out the presents. 
"Everybody always had several things from her (Mamie), and I know that everybody who worked for her 

was on the list and she took it very seriously," Susan said. 
The Eisenhower site is decorated each year with poinsettias, Mamie's favorite, and the Eisenhowers' 

favorite Christmas songs ring out for visitors, Wilson said. The Eisenhower presidential library records state 
Ike and Mamie liked the classic songs like "Silent Night" and "The First Noel," according to Wilson. 

Mamie's flair for decorating extended to the White House, where giant Christmas trees were in 
abundance. Trees shined bright with large glass lights, which Wilson says are hard to find nowadays for re-
creating 20th century Christmas. 

Where people today cover the outside of their houses in Christmas lights, the Eisenhowers simply hung 
a wreath on the door, Wilson said. Most of the decorating was contained to the inside of the house at that 
time. 

The family and their guests enjoyed a Christmas feast prepared by the cook. Wilson said Mamie wasn’t 
practiced in cooking or cleaning since she grew up in a well-off family. She did, however, understand the 
importance of a social life, and made everyone feel welcome during the holidays. Wilson hopes that same 
feeling the Eisenhowers created permeates the historic site today. 

"It looks like they just walked out of the house and you're walking in," Wilson said. 
Christmas past becomes a part of Christmas present.
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Chocolate Thumbprint
COOKIE INGREDIENTS:

3c Flour  •  1tsp Salt  •  1c Butter
4TBS Milk   •  1c Light Brown Sugar

2tsp Vanilla  •  1 Bag Semi-Sweet Chocolate 
Chips, Separated •  Powdered Sugar

DIRECTIONS:
Blend butter, sugar and vanilla.  Add flour, salt, 

1/2 cup chips and milk.  Mix and roll into 1” balls.  
Place on un-greased cookie sheet.  Press thumb 

into center and bake at 350 degree oven for 
approximately 10 minutes or until bottom of cookie 
is light brown in color.  After removing from cookie 
sheet, sprinkle with powdered sugar.  When cool, 

fill thumbprint with chocolate sauce.

CHOCOLATE SAUCE 
INGREDIENTS:

Remaining Chocolate Chips  •  2TBS Crisco
4TBS Light Corn Syrup

2TBS water  •  2tsp Vanilla

DIRECTIONS:
Place all ingredients in saucepan.  Place the pan 

in a warm spot on the stovetop as the cookies 
are baking.  Stir frequently until chocolate chips 
are melted and all ingredients are incorporated.  
Fill cooled cookies.  Allow cookies to cool and 
chocolate will set up nicely.  Store in airtight 

container, covering layers with waxed paper to 
keep the chocolate shiny!

Chocolate-
Pistachio Trees

INGREDIENTS:
1c Butter  •  2/3c Packed Brown Sugar

1tsp Vanilla  •  1 Egg, Beaten
2 1/4c All-Purpose Flour  •  1/4c Unsweetened 

Cocoa Powder  •  3/4c Finely Chopped Pistachio 
Nuts  •  3/4c Semisweet Chocolate Pieces

1TBS Shortening  •  1/2c Ground Pistachio Nuts
1tsp Sea Salt

DIRECTIONS:
1.)  In medium saucepan combine butter and 

brown sugar; heat and stir over low heat until butter 
in melted.  Remove from heat; still in vanilla.  Let 
butter mixture stand 15 minutes. Stir in egg, flour, 

and cocoa powder until combined.  Stir in the ¾ cup 
pistachio nuts.  Divide dough in half.  Cover and 

chill dough 30 minutes or until easier to handle and 
slightly firm.

2.)  Preheat oven to 350 F.  On a lightly floured 
surface, roll half of the dough at a time until ¼ inch 
thick.  Using a tree-shaped cookie cutter, cut out 

dough.  Place cutouts 1 inch apart on an ungreased 
cookie sheet.  Bake about 9 minutes or until edges 

are firm.  Transfer to wire rack and let cool.
3.)  In a small saucepan heat and stir chocolate 

pieces and shortening over low heat until smooth.  
Remove from heat.  Mix ground pistachio and 
salt mixture.  Dip- one-third of each cookie into 

chocolate mixture: roll dipped edges in the pistachio 
mixture.  Let stand until set.

Cranberry Hootycreeks
DRY INGREDIENTS:

1 1/8c All-Purpose Flour
1/2c Rolled Oats

1/2tsp Baking Soda • 1/2tsp Salt
1/3c Packed Brown Sugar

1/3c White Sugar
1/2c Dried Cranberries
1/2c Chocolate Chips
1/2c Pecans (optional)

WET INGREDIENTS:
1/2C Softened Butter • 1 Egg • 1tsp Vanilla

DIRECTIONS:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.

Grease a cookie sheet or line with parchment 
paper. Combine dry ingredients.

In a separate medium bowl, beat together butter, 
egg, and vanilla until fluffy.

Add dry ingredients and mix together by hand until 
well blended. Drop heaping spoonfuls onto the 

prepared baking sheets. Bake for 8 – 10 minutes, 
or until edges start to brown.

Cool and enjoy!

In Association with Gettysburg Community Theatre

Presented By

at Gettysburg College’s

Majestic Theater
TO PURCHASE TICKETS:
Call the Box Office: 717-337-8200
online: www.gettysburgmajestic.org
in person: 25 Carlisle Street, Gettysburg, PA

A Christmas Carol

• 2017 Dates •
December 8, 15

at 8:00 pm
December

9, 10, 13, 14, 16 & 17
at 2:00 pm

December 9, 10, 16 & 17
at 6:00 pm

Ticket Range: $30 - $36
$10 discount for Totem Pole

Gift Certificates Available
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Local
residents 

head south
to aid
hurricane 
victims
StorY BY Jim HALE, pHotoS SuBmittEd

Adams Electric 
Cooperative linemen 

who journeyed to 
Georgia included, from 
left, Guy Gorman, Jake 

Strausbaugh, and 
Brandon Beard.

Truckload of items sent to Texas from 
Freedom Valley Church.

Giving Back Giving Back

In Adams County, the spirit of giving isn't limited to the holiday 
season.
Numerous local organizations and individuals stepped up when 
hurricanes ravaged southern states this past fall.
Among the many who took action to help others were a line 
crew from Adams Electric Cooperative, a congregation that sent 
a truckload of necessities, and an expert in delivering services to 
people with disabilities.
In September, Adams Electric linemen Brandon Beard, Jake 
Strausbaugh, and Line Superintendent Guy Gorman boarded 
bucket and pickup trucks and drove to Banks County in 
northeastern Georgia, which was hard hit by Hurricane Irma.
“The guys got down there pretty quickly after the worst of it,” said 
Sarah Frank, a communications specialist with Adams Electric.
They found countless trees downed by fierce winds, broken poles, 
and closed roads, some of them unpaved, Gorman said.
The men's expertise proved to be exactly what was needed.
“We put up a lot of power lines, cut trees, and replaced poles. It's 
day-to-day work for us,” Beard said.
There was plenty of work to do. Gorman described a swath of 
downed trees a half-mile long and a tree with a five-foot-wide 
trunk that barely missed a church.
Evidence of Irma's savagery was everywhere, but the storm itself 
was gone. Just two days after the tempest, good weather gave the 
team one less challenge to overcome, Gorman said.

The group put in “long days,” but never wavered from their usual 
care and caution, Gorman said. “There's not a lot of rushing 
around,” he said, because “safety is a priority.”
“We work together and keep an eye on each other,” Beard said.
“You've got to trust the guy you're working with,” Strausbaugh 
said.
The landscape was hilly and rural. “You could go a long way, and 
you didn't see anything,” Guy said.
The area was lightly populated, but the people they met were 
friendly and grateful, the men said.
There were more fire ants than people. The men seemed to 
encounter the bugs “every couple of steps,” Beard said, but they 
managed to escape without any painful stings.
Adams Electric crews from Shippensburg and York also traveled to 
the storm-struck area.
Cooperatives from around the nation stand ready to aid one 
another during emergencies, Frank said.
“When the chips are down, somebody is going to step in and help 
you,” she said.
“It's nice to help other people,” Beard said.
Irma, of course, wasn't the season's only hurricane. Harvey hit 
Texas in August, dealing dire damage to the Houston area, to 
which a local congregation gathered and sent an entire truckload 
of needed items.
“We packed that truck full,” said Freedom Valley Church 

Executive Pastor Candace Pringle.
In the wake of Harvey, she said, a young man who had attended 
some services, Nathan Davis, approached the congregation with 
the idea of transporting goods to those in need.
Word spread quickly, and generous church members and people 
from outside the congregation filled the truck in only six or seven 
days, Pringle said.
“A ton of people called” and many others “just showed up” with 
donations in hand, she said. At the very least, “dozens” of people 
contributed to the aid effort, she said.
Many items were exactly what one might expect after a disaster, 
including water, nonperishable food, blankets, and clothing, 
but plenty of other needs also had to be met, Pringle said. So, in 
addition, the cargo included necessities such as cleaning supplies, 
toiletries, diapers, and baby formula.
“It was awesome” to see the strength of the community's support, 
Pringle said. Local people were seeking a way to give, and the 
church was happy to act as a conduit, she said.
“We were looking for a way to get things down there like most 
people in the community,” she said.
Davis drove approximately 18 hours to deliver the goods to 
CrossPoint Community Church in Katy, Texas, near Houston, 
Pringle said. The two congregations had no previous ties, she said, 
but CrossPoint was serving as a collection center.
Davis, who elected to remain in Texas, posted a video on Freedom 

Valley's website showing “a huge gym just full of things they were 
distributing,” Pringle said.
“The community and church there were very grateful,” she said.
“It's amazing to see how people want to help” and how “we band 
together as a country and a community,” Pringle said.
“It's so important. We're all in this together. People really 
understand that if it were them, they'd want people to help, so 
they're willing to sacrifice,” she said.
“It's the duty of the church to provide when we can to take care of 
each other,” Pringle said.
Some 800 people attend services at the church's two locations, 
east of Gettysburg at 3185 York Road, and in Spring Grove, she 
said.
After Irma, Christine Heyser headed south with a cargo of 
compassion and expertise.
The Gettysburg volunteer firefighter and emergency medical 
technician is a Red Cross volunteer and a disabilities integration 
specialist in the Pennsylvania Department of Human Services' 
Division of Emergency Planning and Safety Operations.
She spent two weeks in South Carolina and Florida helping to 
make sure people with disabilities received services they needed.
In Charleston, S.C., she assisted with “regular shelter work,” from 
setting up cots to handing out blankets.
Many whom she served were homeless. 
“It's important these folks have a safe, dry place to ride out the 
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storm,” she said.
She also assisted those with special challenges. One man living 
with Tourette Syndrome was “distraught” because of “some sort of 
misunderstanding” at another shelter.
“He just needed a quiet spot,” she said, and by the next day he 
had made friends.
Finding out what an individual really needs “costs nothing but 
a couple of extra minutes, but what a difference it makes for 
people,” she said.
In Florida, Heyser said, she was able to be a “force multiplier” 
for local staff members, acting as their “eyes and ears” in order 
to track down equipment such as walkers and canes, and to help 
assure individuals received needed ongoing medical care. “When 
you don't have continuity of services, those folks are vulnerable to 
lots of issues,” she said.
When a damaged facility in Daytona Beach sought three laptop 
computers, Heyser said she used her experience in building 
community networks to locate the needed machines. She 
contacted the local United Way, which came through.
“I just like to find people and connect them,” she said.
Heyser also visited numerous mobile home parks and low-income 
neighborhoods to make sure people received needed food and 
medication.

“I was really inspired by the wonderful volunteers I ran into, 
people going above and beyond,” Heyser said. They reinforced the 
fact “that kindness really does matter. You don't do things because 
you have to, but because you care about people.”
Heyser said the state Department of Health strongly supported 
her desire to head for the hurricane zone and help out.
“My boss said, 'I can't pay for training this good,'” she said.
The experience was “invaluable,” said Heyser, who brought some 
important advice back to Adams County.
“I’d encourage anyone to think about their personal preparedness. 
If something happens right now, do you have what your family 
needs for three to five days?” Not only are food and water needed, 
she said, but also medications, pet supplies, and batteries. Power 
and cell phone service could be out for days or even weeks after 
a storm, she warned, pointing to lingering storm problems in 
Puerto Rico.
After she returned home, she realized her own family wasn't ready, 
“but we're prepared now,” Heyser said.

Giving Back

35 CHAMBERSBURG ST. | GETTYSBURG, PA 17325 | (717) 337-3739
TheParrotGettysburg.com

Wishing Everyone A Safe &
Happy Holiday Season!

Casual Fine Dining 
Restaurant and Bar in 

Historic Downtown 
Gettysburg

UPMC Pinnacle Hanover’s Cardiovascular
Team is Committed To Providing High

Quality Care To Our Community.

HanoverHospital.org

MEET OUR TEAM

David Gilbert,
D.O.

Brett D. Roberts,
M.D.

G. Alan Bridenbaug,
M.D., Ph.D., FACC

J. André Garbedian,
D.O.

Gurpal Singh,
M.D.

Daniel F. Neuzil,
M.D., FACS

Gagandeep S. Gurm,
M.D.

Ashley Zinda,
D.O.

Chelsey Goodbrod,
PA-C

UPMC Pinnacle Hanover offers comprehensive 
services to prevent, diagnose and treat cardiovascular 
disease. Our physicians are well trained in the use of 
less invasive techniques and devices to treat circulatory 
and heart disease, as well as other conditions.

We are now seeing patients in Gettysburg.

To schedule an appointment, please call (717) 637-1738.
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Sitting in the library at Annville-Cleona High School, Barry Streeter had a realization that would help shape his career, and ultimately his life.
“I vividly remember while student-teaching in my second semester as a college senior, saying to myself ‘I want to be a college (football) coach.’ 

I just had to figure out a path to do it,” he said.
Streeter found that path and embarked on a journey that ultimately led him to Gettysburg College, where he spent more than four 

decades fulfilling his dream. After coaching the Bullets in nearly 400 games, Streeter hung up his whistle for the final time, retiring following 
Gettysburg’s season finale at Franklin & Marshall on November 11. 

The winningest coach in program history, Streeter has guided the Bullets to 196 victories on the gridiron. He ranks second all-time in the 
Centennial Conference with 126 wins, and is among the top-30 winningest coaches in NCAA Division III history.

Among his many honors was induction into the Adams County Chapter of the Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame 
in 2012.

Streeter was born in Vermont but moved several times during his childhood, including 
stops in Charlotte and Atlanta. Because he changed schools so frequently he   
did not play varsity football until his senior year at Millville High School in New Jersey. At the 
behest of an assistant coach, Streeter took a recruiting visit to Lebanon Valley College.

There, he met Bill McHenry, one of three men Streeter would later cite as a coaching mentor.
 “He was a great man and a great coach,” said Streeter. “I was so impressed with him as a 

person because he taught you to do the right things, treat people with respect.”
Streeter graduated from Lebanon Valley in 1971 after earning two letters as a tight end in 

football, as well as two letters as a defenseman in lacrosse, a sport he had never played prior to 
stepping foot on campus.

“I didn’t even know what the heck it was,” joked Streeter. “McHenry was also the lacrosse coach, 
so a lot of football players played it. After watching I thought, how can you not like this sport? They 
give you a stick and you can hit people.”

With his playing days behind him Streeter took the first step in what would become a hall of fame 
coaching career.

 “I was told that I should interview for an assistant job in high school, get 
experience and work my way up,” he said. “I interviewed with Harry Chapman and 
was fortunate enough to be on his first staff at Cumberland Valley.”

Streeter served for two years under Chapman, who eventually won 151 games in a 
legendary 18-year career at CV.

“He was extremely organized, ultra-organized even,” Streeter said of Chapman. “I’m 
thankful I had that experience.”

Streeter worked his way to the University of Delaware, which was revolutionizing 
offensive football under head coach Tubby Raymond. While earning a master’s degree 
in health and physical education Streeter was like a sponge, soaking up the nuances of 
Raymond’s prolific offense.

“I couldn’t have been at a better place to learn it,” said Streeter of the intriguing offense. 
“They were scoring a lot of points and winning a ton of games. I molded everything from 
them.”

Streeter’s next move brought him to Gettysburg College, but only by a bit of chance.
“I wanted to stay in college coaching but not a lot opened up,” he said. “I heard 

that Joe Sabol was the new head football coach at Gettysburg College, and he was 
best friends with the basketball coach at Delaware. Through that connection I got a 
foot in the door. I interviewed for the defensive coordinator job and was offered the 
position.”

In a twist like that which led him to the lacrosse field at Lebanon Valley, Streeter 
was asked to become Gettysburg’s track & field coach.

“I really fell into that one, I guess I fooled them,” he said, chuckling. “I told them 
that I had watched track before, but that I was a coach and I could teach. They already 
had great kids on the team and I really enjoyed that.”

For the next three years Streeter did double duty as the defensive coordinator and head 
track coach, and he did it very well: The Bullets won a pair of Middle Atlantic Conference 
track titles during his tenure.

In 1978, Sabol left Gettysburg for Norwich University. Streeter interviewed with school 
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president Charles Glassick, and two weeks later was informed that he 
was in fact the new head coach at Gettysburg.

“I was only 29 years old, it was certainly challenging,” he said. “I 
remember sitting in my office a few days after I took the job and my 
phone was ringing, and I realized that I couldn’t pass it off to anybody. 
I had to make decisions and be well-organized. Until you have that job 
you don’t realize how things change.”

The Bullets went a combined 10-11 in Streeter’s first two seasons 
before a run of eight consecutive years with a winning record, including 
an 11-1-1 mark in 1985. Some of Streeter’s most cherished memories 
were created during those early chapters of his career, including a win 
in 1982 over Widener, which was riding a 50-game regular season 
winning streak. With the game tied at 10-10, the Bullets forced a 
turnover during a goal-line stand, and a freshman safety scooped up the 
loose ball before racing 90 yards in the game’s waning seconds.

“We scored a play or two later and the place went crazy,” he said.
The 1985 squad was the third of Streeter’s units to win a Centennial 

Conference championship, and became the first to reach the NCAA 
Division III semifinals.

“Our defense gave up 50 points the whole season,” he said. “We had 
so many good kids that worked hard and committed themselves to the 
program. I thought, ‘what an opportunity, I hope I don’t blow it too 
bad.’”

Streeter and his staff were instrumental in turning around the 
Gettysburg program, which had posted losing records in eight 
consecutive years prior to his ascension to head coach. The Bullets 
became one of the most productive offenses in the Centennial 
Conference with their version of the Delaware Wing-T.

With winning came recognition, and the opportunity to move up 
the coaching ladder. Instead of parlaying his success into a job at a 
bigger school, Streeter decided to plant roots in this Civil War 

town.
“When you’re a young coach you think, ‘I’ll be a head coach 

here, turn it around and then I’ll move up,’” he said. “I had some 
opportunities, interviewed at a few places, but this is a great place. 
To move my family from the Gettysburg area, which is a great place 
to raise a family, it would have to be something special. My kids were 
getting to junior high age and I didn’t want to move.”

Streeter is thankful for the support he’s received from Gettysburg 
College.

“Through good seasons and not-so-good seasons they’ve been 
outstanding to me,” he said. “They know we ran the program the right 
way, with the kids getting a great experience and our coaches were 
teachers, mentors and role models.”

Streeter said he began considering retirement three years ago, 
sharing his feelings with Gettysburg athletic director David Wright. 
The decision to step down following the 2017 season was finalized last 
December.

“I could’ve stayed and coached longer but I told myself that I don’t 
want to be 70 and still be in the grind,” he said. “I have nine grandkids 
and with my family I’ve missed so many things over the last 46 years 
because of coaching.”

With four children who live in four different states, Streeter is certain 
he and his wife will remain busy. 

“I don’t have a specific plan but I’m not going to rock on my front 
porch and wait for someone to take me away,” he joked. “My kids will 
say I have no hobbies outside of football, but I do like to golf, even 
though I’m not worth a cent. I’m sure I’ll do something that hopefully 
will be meaningful.

“I’ll keep my mind and hand in football. It’s an emotional thing and 
a passion for me and my family. It’s been a passion for so long, you just 
don’t not love it anymore.”

With
    this ring

at the
 Gettysburg National Military Park  

Museum and Visitor Center
1195 Baltimore Pike, Gettysburg

Save the Date ...

For more information 
call 717-253-9408

BRIDAL 
SHOW

Friday, February 2, 2018
6 ~ 9 p.m.

PHoTo creDiT
DaViD Sinclair

26 27



A member of  the franchise system of  BHH Affiliates, LLC

“CheCk Out All the listings
On My MObile App”

-David L. Sites, Associate Broker -

DAVID L. SITES
Associate Broker

1270 Fairfield Road, Gettysburg, PA 17325
Bus 717-337-1188 • Direct 717-338-1479
Cell 717-487-4000 • dlsites@rlmco.net

DONNA WALKER
Realtor, Associate Broker

Member of The Dave Sites Team
1270 Fairfield Road, Gettysburg, PA 17325
Bus 717-337-1188 • Direct 717-338-1487

    Cell 717-891-6232 • donnalwalker@yahoo.com

BRAD SHAFER
Realtor,

Member of The Dave Sites Team
1270 Fairfield Road, Gettysburg, PA 17325
Bus 717-337-1188 • Direct 717-338-1471
  Cell 717-870-3608 • bshafer@Homesale.com

DaviD L. SiteS team

32 TYLER DRIVE • HANOVER, PA 17331 • $270,000 • MLS#1000088234
Beautiful two story home just waiting for you to move in. This house has first floor hard wood flooring throughout, 

new and upgraded HVAC, water heater, over sized rear deck and patio over looking pond. No limits on recreation with 
the large flat corner lot, and walking distance to local park. For more information, contact Brad Shafer at (717) 870-3608.


