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It is customary to recharge the mind on weekends, but five 
days is a long time to go without at least a little push of the 
reset button. Wednesday has been often called “hump day” 
because it the week’s mid-point. After Wednesday, we cruise 
towards Friday.

But what does simply knowing that it is Wednesday actually 
do for us? It is quite possible we receive a little mental reprieve, 

but probably not much else.
Dozens of Gettysburg-area runners have discovered a way to use Wednesday as a mini 

recharge day; similar to when your phone’s battery is low so you plug it into a restaurant’s 
outlet knowing you will not have time for it to fully charge. The little boost is enough to 
prevent it from dying before you reach your next destination.

Gettysburg Beer Runners, a group formed by Mark Purdy in 2013, is our cover story 
this month. If you live in Gettysburg, it is very likely that you have seen some of these men 
and women trekking through town on Wednesday evenings for a mental recharge. Ashley 
Andyshak Hayes writes about how this group has become a social hub with a simple 
concept.

Running is not the only way to keep the mind sharp. Cross Keys Village – The Brethren 
Home Community’s Brookside Memory Care Facility tries to keep dulling minds as sharp 
as possible. Mary Grace Keller has more on her and photographer Darryl Wheeler’s recent 
visit.

Looking into the sports world, we have stories on two local legends – Jim Dooley and 
Jeff Taylor.

I hope you enjoy this issue of Companion. Happy Summer!

The Gettysburg Companion is published 
bimonthly and distributed throughout the area. 

The Gettysburg Companion can be mailed to 
you for $27 per year (six issues) or $42 for two 

years (12 issues). Discount rates are available for 
multiple subscriptions.

You can subscribe by sending a check, money 
order or credit card information to the address 
above, going online to gettysburgcompanion.

com or by calling 717-334-1131.
All information contained herein is

protected by copyright and may not be
used without written permission from the 

publisher or editor. 
Information on advertising can be obtained by 

calling the Gettysburg Times at
717-334-1131. 

Visit GettysburgCompanion.com for
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A publication of 
Gettysburg Times, LLC

PO Box 3669, Gettysburg, PA 17325

publisher
Harry Hartman

editor
Alex J. Hayes

Magazine design
Kristine Celli

Contributing 
Writers

Ashley Andyshak Hayes
Jeff Cook

Holly Fletcher
Jim Hale

Josh Martin

photography
John Armstrong

Jim Hale
Darryl Wheeler

advertising sales
Brooke Asper

Jennifer Mouer
Tanya Parsons
Nancy Pritt
Becky Taylor

13 Steinwehr Avenue • Gettysburg
Mon.-Thurs. 10-8; Fri. & Sat. 10-9; Sun. 10-6

717-420-5465

10% OFF
Entire Purchase

Some exclusions may apply. 
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The Purple Piggy Toys & Gifts

It’s All Fun 
and Games ... really!

Shop where the locals shop!
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Tickets:
717.352.2164 | 888.805.7056

TotemPolePlayhouse.org

July 28 - August 20
Inspired by the famed recording 

session that brought together rock 
‘n’ roll icons Elvis Presley, Johnny 

Cash, Jerry Lee Lewis and Carl 
Perkins for the first and only time, 
this now-famous impromptu jam 

session is not to be missed!
SPONSORED BY EDWARD JONES AND

PAUL D. ORANGE MD FAMILY MEDICINE

Tickets:
717.352.2164 | 888.805.7056

TotemPolePlayhouse.org

June 16 - July 2
The Drowsy Chaperone is a 
loving send-up of the old 

MGM musicals featuring one 
show-stopping song and 

dance number after another. 
An evening of madcap delight!

SPONSORED BY WALKER,
CONNOR AND SPANG, LLC

AND RICHARDS ORTHOPAEDIC

Tickets:
717.352.2164 | 888.805.7056

TotemPolePlayhouse.org

July 7 - July 23
A celebration of the music of 

Irving Berlin, follows the journey 
of a piano as it moves in and out 

of American lives from the turn of 
the century to the present.

Heart warming, hilarious, rousing 
and patriotic!

SPONSORED IN PART BY
ESSIS & SONS CARPET ONE

Tickets:
717.352.2164 | 888.805.7056

TotemPolePlayhouse.org

May 26 – June 11
Starring Emmy Award 

Winner Michael Learned 
from The Waltons, Driving 

Miss Daisy tells the story of 
an elderly Jewish matron 

and her chauffeur.
SPONSORED BY F & M TRUST

Antiques in
the Garden...
July 15th • 8AM - 3PM

Antique vendors
throughout the gardens

thomason’s herb Farm llc
170 Stoney Point Road, East Berlin, PA 17316

(717) 624-1527
Herbfarm01@comcast.net

SATURDAYS
Farm Fresh saturdays
The Outlet Shoppes at Gettysburg

SATURDAYS
gettysburg Farmers’ Market - lincoln square

WEDNESDAYS
(STARTING JUNE 14)
read, learn, grow! summer program series
Hollabaugh Bros., Inc.

June 1 - 4, 6 - 11
driving Miss daisy
Totem Pole Playhouse

June 8 - 10
gettysburg brass band Festival 
Gettysburg Lutheran Seminary 

June 8, 10; July 15
gettysburg Farmer’s Market
tour & Cooking Class
Lincoln Square

June 9 - 11
history Meets the arts
Gettysburg College Athletic Center

June 2 - 4, 9 - 10, 16 - 18
ruthless
Gettysburg Community Theatre

JUNE 9
tuba open golf brass benefit
Carroll Valley Golf Course

June 10
42nd annual gettysburg region
aaCa antique & Classic auto & truck 
show & Flea Market
Latimore Valley Fairgrounds

SATURDAYS
Farm Fresh saturdays

The Outlet Shoppes at Gettysburg

SATURDAYS
gettysburg Farmers’ Market - lincoln square

WEDNESDAYS
(STARTING JUNE 14)

read, learn, grow! summer program series
Hollabaugh Bros., Inc.

S A Y

hello
TO

SUMMER!
JUNE / JULY 2017

June 10 
ladies’ summer “luau-themed” tea
Hollabaugh Bros., Inc.

June 10
2016-2017 Music, gettysburg! season
Gettysburg Seminary Chapel
Gettysburg Brass Band Festival: Noon - 8pm

June 10 & 11
general and Mrs. lee on the glen rock 
express
Steam Into History
JUNE 11
2016-2017 Music, gettysburg! season
Gettysburg Seminary Chapel
American Songbook: 2 - 4pm

JUNE 11
illuminate gettysburg Mind-body-spirit 
Festival
Hilton Garden Inn

June 14
rise and shine rooster - paint-along
Sweney’s Tavern

June 15
orchard photo Walk to be held at
hollabaugh Family Farm
Hollabaugh Bros., Inc.

June 16
lincoln on the hanover Junction limited
Steam Into History

June 16 - 18, 20 - 25, 27 - 30;
July 1 - 2
The drowsy Chaperone
Totem Pole Playhouse

June 17
new oxford outdoor antique Market
& Craft show

On Center Square & Streets of New Oxford

June 17
spirit of gettysburg 5K and Kids runs
YWCA Gettysburg & Adams County

June 17
Wild West express featuring the
James younger gang
Steam Into History

JUNE 18
Father’s day byopicnic with bluegrass 
Music and Marc Charisse
Steam into History

June 23 - 25
annual latimore valley Fair
Latimore Valley Fairgrounds

June 23
superhero day at steam into history
Steam Into History

June 24, 25; July 22
licensed battlefield guide topic tours
Victorian Carriage Company

June 24
annual Civil War Collector’s show
Allstar Expo Complex

June 24
Frederick Camerata Concert
Basilica/National Shrine of
St Elizabeth Ann Seton
339 S. Seton Avenue, Emmitsburg, MD

June 24
pa Cider Fest
Hauser Estate Winery
June 24
rails to ales
Steam Into History

June 25
Murder Mystery on the hanover
Junction limited
Steam Into History

June 26 - 29
gettysburg days with documents teacher 
professional development
GNMP Museum & Visitor Center

JUNE 28
star spangled - paint-along
Farnsworth House Beer Garden 

June 30, July 29
an evening with the painting
GNMP Museum & Visitor Center

July 1 - 3
154th gettysburg anniversary Civil War 
battle reenactment
Reenactment Site

July 1:  7 - 8 PM
lawn Concert –
Williamsport, Md Community band
Historic Stone House
The National Shrine of Saint
Elizabeth Ann Seton, Emmitsburg, MD

July 2
2016-2017 Music, gettysburg! season
Gettysburg Seminary Chapel
Dearest Home - 6pm

July 4
4th of July Community Concert &
Fireworks 
Science Center lawn, Gettysburg College
 
July 4
Music on the Mountain -
Free summer Concert series
Liberty Mountain Resort - Base Area

July 5
eagle - paint-along
Farnsworth House Beer Garden 

July 6 - 9
gettysburg bike Week
AllStar Events Complex

July 7
First Friday

July 7 - 23
i love a piano, The Music of irving berlin
Totem Pole Playhouse

July 8
100th anniversary commemoration
of the great War
Eisenhower National Historic Site

July 9
lanCo Mg’s 17th annual “british invade 
gettysburg” Car and Motorcycle show 
The Outlet Shoppes at Gettysburg

July 11
lake street dive
Majestic Theater

July 12
red White and toasted beer glasses or 
Wineglasses - paint-along
Farnsworth House Beer Garden 

July 15
17th annual adams County irish Festival 
at gettysburg

July 15 
8th annual gettysburg national 19th
Century base ball Festival
Schroeder Farm 

July 15
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7PM on JULY 14, 15, 21, 22, 28 & 29
2PM on JULY 15, 16, 22, 23, 29 & 30

$18 +tax/fees
Group Rates available

717-334-2692
49 York Street, Gettysburg, PA 17325

Order tickets online
www.GettysburgCommunityTheatre.org

Box Office Hours: Noon-5pm Tuesdays -Fridays

717-334-2692
49 York Street, Gettysburg, PA 17325

Order tickets online
www.GettysburgCommunityTheatre.org

Box Office Hours: Noon-5pm Tuesdays -Fridays

All about Eve, The Bad Seed, Gypsy, and The Women...
all wrapped into one zany musical farce!

JUNE 2-18, 2017
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS AT 7PM

SUNDAYS AT 2PM
$18 +TAx/FEES

antiques in the garden
Thomason’s Olde Thyme Herb Farm and Gift Shop

July 22
Field-to-Fork agritourism experience
Beech Springs Farm

July 25 
graham nash
Majestic Theater

July 26
palm tree sunset Me & Mini Me - paint-along
Camp Tiger

July 28
Million dollar Quartet
Totem Pole Playhouse

July 31 - AuGuST 4
sketchbook Journaling Children’s Camp
Adams County Arts Council

Running, friends and beer
mix weekly to form GBR
StorY BY ASHLEY AndYSHAk HAYES
pHotoS BY dArrYL WHEELEr
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Each Wednesday, a group of sweaty men, women, and 
sometimes even a few children pours into a Gettysburg-area 
restaurant. They're typically not concerned with what's on the 
menu--it's the run they just completed, and the glasses of lager 
and pale ale they're about to raise, that brings them together.  

You'll recognize the group almost instantly, many of them 
sporting shirts with the Gettysburg Beer Runners logo on the 
back. It may not be obvious from their current numbers, but this 
group started small.

The Gettysburg Beer Runners traces its origins to Gettysburg 
resident Mark Purdy. He says he discovered his own love of 
running a handful of years ago and soon found it becoming a 
major part of his life.

“I got myself a little healthier, lost some weight and found that 

running became easier and was a great way to keep from regaining 
those pounds," he said. "That's when I really got into it, started to 
enjoy going to races and meeting the people who run. I am only 
sorry I didn't do it earlier in life."

In the spring of 2013, a few friends signed Purdy up to be a part 
of a local team participating in the American Odyssey Relay, a three-
day, 200-mile road race from Gettysburg to Washington, D.C.

“It just struck me that if the guys on my team were crazy enough 
to sign up for this race, they'd certainly give the beer running 
concept a try,” Purdy said. “So as we were saying goodbye that 
Sunday afternoon, I said, ‘Hey, I've got this thing, something I hope 
you might want to try...’”

The first GBR run was a three-mile out-and-back course from 
the shopping center on West Street in Gettysburg to the Virginia 

Monument on West Confederate Avenue. The dozen or so 
runners then met at Tommy’s Pizza, which has become a GBR 
favorite.

“I had no idea if it would take off at all,” Purdy said. “After the 
first run, I remember somebody at Tommy's asking, ‘so where are 
we going next week?’ and I thought, 'well, looks like we'll get at 
least two weeks out of this.'”

After the initial run, the Gettysburg Beer Runners quickly grew 
as runners invited friends and Purdy spread the word online. 

“I knew it was an awesome concept and I thought it would be 
fun, no matter how many people came out, but I had no idea how 
long it would last or how large the group might get. I remember 
thinking it would be so cool if we could get t-shirts and show up 
at the Spirit of Gettysburg or a big race like that someday. Now, if 

there's a race practically anywhere, you'll see a GBR shirt.”
Over the past four years, hundreds of people have joined the 

weekly runs. Some summer evenings have seen more than 100 
runners, and that's before you count the walkers who head out a 
half-hour earlier. Each run covers a different 3- to 4-mile route, 
taking runners over the area's many battlefield miles as well as 
downtown Gettysburg and other Adams County neighborhoods.

The Gettysburg Beer Runners owes some credit to a similar group 
in Philadelphia. As Fishtown Beer Runners co-founder David 
April tells it, the group was inspired by his growing passion for 
running, as well a study conducted by Professor Manuel J. Castillo 
at the University of Granada in Spain. Castillo's study found that 
beer in moderate amounts is as effective as water for rehydration 
and recovery after exercise (at least in healthy, young adults). 

Running and beer proved to be a winning 
combination, as the Fishtown group grew 
and the concept spread to towns like 
Gettysburg. 

When a film about April and the 
Fishtown Beer Runners, simply titled 
“Beer Runners,” was screened at 
the Majestic Theater in downtown 
Gettysburg, the venue was packed 
with Gettysburg Beer Runners. Several 
Gettysburg runners have made the trek 
to Philadelphia to run with the Fishtown 
group, and a busload of Fishtown runners 
came to Adams County a few years ago for 
GBR's annual summer picnic.

For many runners who join the GBR 
ranks, what starts as an occasional 
workout and social hour becomes an 
essential part of the week.

Jo and Ted Samson started running with 
GBR in 2014. The couple lived in Spring 
Grove, York County, at the time and 
had run off and on for years, completing 
several marathons each. The weekly runs 
quickly became a highlight of their week, 
and not just because of Gettysburg's 
scenic running routes.

“Our favorite part about GBR is 
definitely the people. We've met so many 
good friends. Really great friends that we 
would consider among our best,” Jo said. 
“It's been great after moving around so 
much to make such good friends again.”

The Samsons moved to Ellicott City, 
Md., earlier this year, a difficult choice as 
it meant they could no longer make every 
Wednesday evening run.

“GBR has had such a huge impact on 
us both. So much so that we really had 
to consider if this job, which was great 
for us in every other way, was really what 
we wanted as it would take us away from 
GBR,” Jo said.

They still travel to Gettysburg most 
weekends for Saturday runs with a group 
of GBR regulars.

“GBR as a whole is a great example of 
something that is truly greater than the 
sum of its parts,” Ted said. “Not a single 
person judges if you are fast or slow, run 
or walk. At GBR you are made to feel 
welcome and are always among equals. 
I cherish every single event, course and 
watering hole, but it's the people that 

keep me coming back.”
For Jo, a native of Great Britain, GBR’s 

welcoming atmosphere is even more 
meaningful.

“I love that no one cares that I'm British, 
they don't even mention it,” she said. “It's 
difficult to feel part of the crowd when you 
stand out (because) you talk differently, but 
none of the GBRs care. They treat me exactly 
the same as them which has really made me 
feel at home here in this lovely country.”

Nearly every GBR runner has a story of 
a friendship made or grown through the 
weekly runs and cold beers afterward. For at 
least one pair, the friendship and shared love 
of running turned into more.

Matt Booz and Megan Colbey met at 
Taverna 5450 in Fairfield following a GBR 
run. As the two chatted with a group of 
mutual friends, Megan shared that she 
was preparing for a nasal surgery, and 
learned that Matt had undergone the same 
procedure.

“Not a single person judges if you
are fast or slow, run or walk. At GBR 
you are made to feel welcome
and are always among equals.”
          - Ted Samson
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“A day or two later I told her when she was back on her feet 
I would buy her a beer and we met for dinner and the rest is 
history,” Matt said.

The two married in September 2015 with a large group 
of fellow runners in attendance. Their first child is due in 
November.

“I would say my favorite part of GBR is the camaraderie and 
friendships,” Matt said. “I feel lucky and fortunate to have met 
my best friend and wife, reunite with someone I went to college 
with, and also meet so many other great people along the way. 
It's the great thing about running, it is for everyone and so is 
GBR.”

For newcomers to Adams County like Megan (now Booz) 
and so many others, GBR has proven to be a great way to meet 
others. Megan moved from Lancaster to Gettysburg in 2012, 
and said she was "over the moon to learn I'd never have to run 
alone again."

Purdy, a longtime resident of Adams County, said it's 
broadened his horizons, too.

“I really believe some of these folks will be friends for life and 
I think they'd tell you that without hesitation,” he said. “I've 
lived here for nearly 50 years and would not have met 90 percent 
of this group otherwise. I quickly learned, too, that the general 
running community is a special one. It's an individual sport and 
people really, genuinely root for each other. Nobody cares about 
who's stronger or faster. You're trying to improve yourself and 
there's just something wonderfully human in supporting each 
other in that.”

The pairings of most routes and restaurants have become 
routine, but there are still weeks when the group ventures to the 
outskirts of Gettysburg, or to an establishment rarely visited. 
Purdy said he makes a point to stop in to talk to the manager 
prior to each run, at least until the bar or restaurant enters the 

regular GBR rotation.
“I still get nervous most weeks, hoping everything will turn out 

OK and they'll be glad we came and that everybody has a good 
time,” he said.

Purdy also spends time each week creating an email newsletter, 
which is available to anyone who wants to subscribe, featuring 
upcoming run locations, a list of local road races, and photos of 
runners at the finish line of many 5K, 10K, half and full marathon 
runs, proudly sporting their GBR apparel.

Newcomers are always welcome; no running experience required.
“No matter how fast you run or walk, one of (us) is just your 

speed. We are a genuinely friendly group of people who will 
welcome you in,” he said. “Three miles and a beer later, you'll be 
asking where we're going next week.”

For more information on the Gettysburg Beer Runners, visit 
gettysburgbeerrunners.com, or search “Gettysburg Beer Runners” 
on Facebook.

TOMMY’S
PIZZA

Proud To Host
Gettysburg Beer Runners!
www.tommyspizzainc.com
Eat-In, Carry-Out, Drive-Thru Pick-Up Window & Delivery

105 STEINWEHR AVE., GETTYSBURG
334-4721 OR 334-8966

The Flower Boutique 
has all the best
flowers to make 
someone smile.

We also have a wide
selection of flowers 

online and for delivery 
in Gettysburg or 

anywhere you like.
See US FirSt For

PlantS, roSeS, WreathS
and all YoUr Wedding

FloWerS, too!

39 N. WashiNgtoN street | gettysburg, Pa | 717-337-1423
www.theflowerboutiqueofgettysburg.com

Become a regular customer (at least 2x monthly),
and continue to receive 5% off for the first 3 months!

~  I n  o u r  1 8 t h Ye a r  o f  C l e a n i n g  A d a m s  C o u n t y  ~

~ Get 15% off a Spring Cleaning! ~

The Good Life CLeaninG ServiCeS
You enjoy The Good Life, while WE do the dirty work!

Call (717) 642-3711 to sChedule your free estimate!

Summer is here, but 
it’s not too late for a 
good Spring Cleaning!

AppAlAchiAn 
Brewing co.  
- GATEWAY LocATion -
70 Presidential Circle
Gettysburg, PA 17325

(717).398.2419

AppAlAchiAn 
Brewing co.  

- BATTLEfiELd LocATion -
259 Steinwehr Avenue
Gettysburg, PA 17325

(717).334.2200

Proud To Host 
Gettysburg Beer 

Runners!

Proud To Host 
Gettysburg Beer 

Runners!

27 Chambersburg street
gettysburg, Pa 17325

888-900-5275 • 717-337-1334 • www.jamesgettyshotel.com

James Gettys
Hotel est. 1804

An elegant, award-winning all suite boutique 
hotel in historic Gettysburg, PA

YWCA Gettysburg & Adams County has
a leg up in GETTYSBURG RUNNING

For more information on
all runs, visit

ywcagettysburg.org
or email

ahayes@ywcagettysburg.org
909 Fairfield Rd., Gettysburg, PA  | 717.334.9171

JUNE 17

SEPTEMBER 21

OCTOBER 14

NOVEMBER 5

5K Passes Eternal Light Peace Memorial

Most of the course is on the
Gettysburg National Military Park and 

historic downtown Gettysburg

INTERNATIONAL
DAY OF PEACE

Eve, Free 5K

Breast Cancer Awareness 5K
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Reaching forward with practiced hands, an elderly woman dabs green paint onto a canvas. 

Her tool, a sponge, adds leaves to a developing bouquet of flowers. Across the table, the artist’s 
husband smiles warmly.

“She’s not gonna give up that paint brush,”
Larry Johnson says with a chuckle.

Johnson and his wife Candace Hartman Johnson are two of the residents at brooKside, a 
memory care facility in New Oxford for people with early- to mid-stage dementia.

new fAciliTy

helps aging minds
StorY BY

MArY GrAcE kELLEr
pHotoS BY

dArrYL WHEELEr
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Brookside at Cross Keys Village currently houses 15 residents. At full capacity, the building 
will be home to 32 residents in its two wings, Rosemary and Lavender courts. The 
first residents moved in during March.

Administrator Chucki Long-Emerson says The Brethren Home 
Community of Cross Keys designed Brookside so senior citizens 
could “age in place.” 

“We just really believe in specializing the services and not 
changing their lifestyle just because they moved here,” she 
says.

Brookside’s staff provides personalized care in a home-
like environment. Activities like art therapy bring joy to the 
residents and keep their minds active, Long-Emerson says.

Megan Blair, of Art With a Purpose, visited Brookside in 
April to paint with the residents.

During Blair’s visit, Candace chooses to paint a red and pink 
bouquet of flowers. While the two work, Larry and the other 
residents watch, commenting on their progress. Larry proudly tells Blair 
how Candace was the art director and photographer for Simplicity Patterns. 
Larry came to the company as chief financial officer about 20 years ago. The two met 
and fell in love.

“What’s the secret to a happy marriage?” Blair asks.
“Just have a wife like Candace,” Larry replies, eliciting aww’s from Blair and the other 

residents.
After Blair cleans her brushes in the kitchen sink, resident Marlene Auman grabs a 

chair next to Blair for her turn. Before the painting begins, Blair tells Auman they are 
going to play some games.

Facing each other, the two hold hands and sing “Take Me Out to The Ball 
Game,” swinging their arms back and forth. Other residents join in the singing.

Blair and Auman high-five back and forth. Auman responds with the proper 
hand as Blair calls out “left” and “right.” Making a “funny butterfly” with her 
hand, Blair asks Auman to try and catch it. Blair flaps her hand around as 
Auman grabs for it.

Smiling but confused, Auman asks Blair what the games were all about.
To get your brain working, Blair says.
Community life coordinator Ali Neiderer walks in occasionally, snapping 

photos with a camera. 
Before Brookside was built, Neiderer worked in other memory care 

facilities at Cross Keys. As soon as she heard about the plans for Brookside, 
Neiderer knew she just had to apply. Her aspirations were cut short, 
however, when the construction site went up in flames.

“It was devastating,” Neiderer says.
The project wasn’t even a quarter of the way done when the fire came in 

February 2016, destroying about $1 million-worth of work. The cause of the 
Brookside construction fire has been under review by the insurance company’s 
investigators, according to Mindy Becker, communications and gift officer for 
The Brethren Home Foundation. 

“They have concluded that the most probable cause is that a propane heater 
came into contact with some plastic sheeting being used for temporary walls,” 
Becker said.

“It affected the staff and the residents,” Neiderer says.
After months of construction and fundraising, Brookside had its building dedication 

in December.
“It’s so nice to actually see the residents living here,” Neiderer says.
Every day at Brookside is different, but Neiderer spends most of her time interacting with 

the residents and overseeing activities. They bounce from one activity to another every 20 minutes or so. 
Residents can join in singalongs, garden in the courtyard, play with baby chicks and more.

Brookside staff adapts its services to each person. One resident used to sweep his porch every day at 
home, so when he came to Brookside they made sure to get him a broom, Long-Emerson said. Phyllis 
Markey brought her pool table to Brookside and often plays with other residents and her visiting family.

“We just really believe in specializing the services and not changing their lifestyle just because they 
moved here,” Long-Emerson says.

Albert “Skip” Neiderer grows vegetables in the courtyard garden. Ali, who shares the same surname, 
discovered Skip worked with her grandfather at a papermill. Ali said she felt a connection to her deceased 
grandfather through Skip when he told her the story.

“They all have different life stories that they share. Every day we reminisce,” Ali says.
The residents live in clusters of four rooms, each with its own theme, like fishing or covered bridges. 

Hand-painted mailboxes and distinct “porch lights” next to every door help people find their way back to 
their rooms. Long-Emerson said this is called “wayfinding” in memory care.

Every cluster of four rooms has masculine and feminine vignettes. Residents can try on fancy jewelry or 
shuffle papers at an office desk. This serves as another facet of memory care, giving people a way to fall into 
familiar routines.

Lavender and Rosemary courts are connected by a common area. Residents can “shop” at Feister’s 
General Store and pick up handbags, gloves, stuffed animals, knickknacks and more. Minnich’s Beauty and 
Barber Shop is open for haircuts. Volunteers manage the front desk.

Brookside’s lights dim throughout the day, mimicking the outdoors. Long-Emerson says this is to aid 
the human body’s circadian rhythm. Rooms can be furnished for residents, but many choose to bring their 
furniture from home to decorate. Inside the private rooms, a light turns on when a resident wakes in the 
night and places their feet on the ground.

“We’ve done a lot of in-depth thinking for memory care,” Long-Emerson says.
Large windows along the length of Rosemary Court allow natural light to fall inside, brightening the 

dining area, chef ’s kitchen and living space. Comfy, colorful furniture is surrounded by bookshelves that 
extend almost all the way up to the ceiling. The shelves are wide so people can see through them and not 
feel confined, the Brookside staff says. Decorations fill some of the shelves’ gaps — a wicker basket here, a 
dog bookend there. Magazines lay on an end table.

“It has such a homelike environment,” Long-Emerson says.
In the past, memory care facilities had an “institutionalized” feel to them, she says. Long-Emerson 

is hopeful Brookside will be a reflection of memory care to come. Residents can receive medical care at 
Brookside, plus dental and hearing services.

“It enhances what we’re already offering,” Long-Emerson says.
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Join Us For Our

67th Season!

Tickets: 717.352.2164 | 888.805.7056 | TotemPolePlayhouse.org
9555 Golf Course Road, Fayetteville, PA 17222

May 26 –
      June 11

July 7 –
     July 23

July 28 –
     August 20

August
22 – 27

June 16 –
      July 2

Starring Emmy Award Winner 
Michael Learned from The 

Waltons, Driving Miss Daisy tells 
the story of an elderly Jewish 

matron and her chauffeur.
SPONSORED BY F & M TRUST

A celebration of the music of Irving 
Berlin, follows the journey of a piano 

as it moves in and out of American 
lives from the turn of the century to 

the present. Heart warming, hilarious, 
rousing and patriotic!
SPONSORED IN PART BY

ESSIS & SONS CARPET ONE

The Drowsy Chaperone is a loving 
send-up of the old MGM musicals 

featuring one show-stopping song 
and dance number after another. 

An evening of madcap delight!
SPONSORED BY WALKER,
CONNOR AND SPANG, LLC

AND RICHARDS ORTHOPAEDIC

Inspired by the famed recording session 
that brought together rock ‘n’ roll icons 

Elvis Presley, Johnny Cash, Jerry Lee 
Lewis and Carl Perkins for the first and 

only time, this now-famous impromptu 
jam session is not to be missed!
SPONSORED BY EDWARD JONES AND

PAUL D. ORANGE MD FAMILY MEDICINE

Starring Meredith Baxter & Michael 
Gross of Family Ties! An evocative, 

touching, frequently funny but 
always telling pair of character 

studies between two people who 
grew up together but went their 

separate ways.
SPONSORED BY LUDWICK EYE CENTER

BONUS SHOW!

Stewartstown resident Roger Crouse came to visit his father Bill at 
Brookside one day in April. Roger says he usually visits three or four times a 
week.

As Roger sits down to eat a snack and chat with the other residents, his 
father walks up and down the length of the building. Roger says Bill is a 
“walker.” When they first visited Brookside, Roger liked the wide-open 
design, knowing his father needed lots of space.

“I’m impressed with it. It’s nice,” Roger says.
Coincidentally, the same builder designed Bill’s house in McSherrystown. 

In a way, Brookside feels similar, Roger says.
Growing up, Roger remembers senior citizens fearing being sent away to an 

old folks home. Roger calls Brookside the “anti-thesis” of those facilities.
“It’s not that much of a change. You go from a house to house,” Roger says.
Looking out the windows at Brookside, Bill mutters something about 

“critters.” Roger says Bill grew up in West Virginia, so he likes to look outside 
for animals.

Moving to Brookside was a bit of an adjustment for Bill. Roger says Bill 
was used to living isolated and felt a little shock when he moved into a 
community of people.

“Everybody met his needs,” Roger says.
Caring for a father with memory loss makes Roger feel like the roles have 

reversed. The child becomes the parent, in a way. Roger says Brookside has 
made the situation easier for their family. He’s happy knowing Bill is free to 
do what he wants.

Ali knows memory loss can be painful for families, making some reluctant 
to visit. For the residents who don’t get as many visitors, Ali is glad she can be 
there for them.

“It makes me feel so good that I can be here to engage their life,” Ali says.
She isn’t the only member of the Brookside staff who feels this way. 

Certified nurse aid (CNA) Leah Myers is a resident assistant at the facility. 
Like Ali, she worked in another position at Cross Keys when she learned 
about Brookside and felt the urge to apply. Myers sees herself as an old soul 
and says she gets along well with the senior citizens she serves.

“Ever since I started at the Brethren Home I connected with them,” Myers 
says.

She was a housekeeper in personal care then felt inspired to go for her 
CNA, hoping to move up. Now Myers works in the mornings mostly, 
helping residents with breakfast and baths. Even though some of the residents 
forget who she is from time to time, they make her feel appreciated.

“You realize these people really need you here,” Myers says.
Looking to the future, Long-Emerson expects every bed at Brookside to be 

filled. Nearly 40 staff members will serve the two courts. They are still hiring 
nurses, nurses’ assistants, a housekeeper/homemaker and community life 
coordinators.

“We work with such an amazing, heartfelt team,” Ali says.
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(Goldrush, Pink Lady & Fuji)

301-271-27371275 York Rd., Peebles Plaza • 717-337-2700

Our History Is Serving Good Food...Six Packs
To Go!

Join us for generous helpings of
great home-cooked foods served in

a friendly, family atmosphere.
_______________________

Daily Specials • Breakfast 
Lunch • Dinner

~ Separate Lounge ~

We put your interests fi rst and foremost by off ering transparent, honest, local advice and 
investment management services. We are professional investment advisors.

Ryan Fox, MBA, Financial Advisor/Partner

Locally owned, local decisions, independent, and fee-only. Our goal is to be partners in your fi nancial 
journey. We coordinate your fi nancial planning needs using a variety of methods.

HUSTON-FOX FINANCIAL ADVISORY SERVICES, LLC
113 Carlisle St., Gettysburg, PA 17325

Ryan@HustonFox.com | www.HustonFox.com | 717-398-2040

Contact me for a complimentary, no-pressure introductory meeting to 
analyze your existing portfolio needs, your goals, and, most importantly, 
your questions. We accept no commissions.

Basketball was never out of season for Jim Dooley.
The world is round and so is a basketball -- it seemed like a perfect fit.
He is the answer to the question: Which basketball coach won over 100 games at four
different Central Pennsylvania high schools? You get extra credit if you can name them all (the answers
will appear later, so please keep reading). He left us much too soon in 2013 at the age of 69, but his legend continues
 to grow.

He wasn't always Coach Dooley. As it turned out, he could play a little, too. He was not a natural athlete, but turned himself into 
a basketball player through endless practice and sheer force of will. He was born in New York City and forged his skills on the hard- 
scrabble courts of the Bronx.  It was at Scranton University where he maximized his performance. He was recently named to the school's 
All-Time greatest team. He shone on the freshman squad (they were not allowed to play varsity to concentrate on academics -- what a 
quaint notion).  He scored 1,073 points in his three-year varsity career.  He averaged over 16 ppg and was named to the all-conference 
squad his last two seasons. He was the captain as a senior and led the team in scoring.  

When Dooley played, there was no three-point arc. This surely diminished his scoring total, since he was known for his shooting range. 
He was described as a 6-foot-2 forward by the press release on the all-time greats, but his skill set was more that of a guard. 

"He didn't really like to mix it up underneath very much," said Terry Kane, M.D., a teammate at Scranton and a lifelong friend. 
"Jimmy could play. He knew the game. He was a very good shooter. His shot was a line drive and he was very accurate up to 25 feet. 
He wasn't the quickest, but you couldn't leave him open because he would make it. We all would have liked the three-point shot (back 
then)." 

Scranton played a tough schedule in those days, with teams like Providence, Villanova and Temple on the slate. The yearbook referred 
to Dooley as "The Bronx Bomber" and "New York sharp-shooter" and proclaimed, "His ball-handling skill and terrific shooting accuracy 
often provided Scranton with a victory... (during) his sparkling three-year varsity career.”  

Dooley graduated from Scranton in 1965.  His college teammates founded a scholarship at Delone Catholic in his honor.  
"He was such a character," Kane continued. "He was self-made (as a player) - he worked his tail off. He could coach too. He was great 

at getting a team to do what he wanted them to do. He died way too young."

Still Inf uencing Players After Death

‘Giant’
Dooley

StorY BY JEff cook

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Brunch Every Sunday 11:30am to 4:00pm

OPEN NIGHTLY TIL 2AM
Dining Hours: Mon - Thurs 11:30am - 9:00pm; Fri & Sat 11:30am - 9:30pm; Sun 11:30am - 8:00pm

35 Chambersburg St Gettysburg, PA | (717) 337-3739

Coming 
Soon: 

Private 
Party 
Room

Serving 
All Day!
~~~~~~

New
Kids’
Menu

18 19



Ironically, his biggest fan never got to see Jim Dooley play basketball until he was 38 years old. Mary 
Dooley and her future husband were both born during World War II. They met at Lake Champlain, 
where they worked as camp counselors. Jim was going into his senior year at Scranton.  Mary was 
returning to West Chester. They eventually married and had two children and three grandchildren. 

Mary finally saw her man ply his trade -- in Iceland. The couple had met two students from that 
island country who were attending Cumberland Valley High 
School where both Dooleys taught during the early 
1980’s. The contact led to a coaching gig during a 
sabbatical.

"He was the coach, but he was conned 
into playing," Mary explained. "He 
had 29 points in the first half, but 
he was exhausted. He loved 
basketball -- everything 
about it was interesting 
to him. He was a good 
shooter.   He didn’t 
lack confidence. “

Coach Dooley 
wasn't just a 
jock, he taught 
social studies 
and brought 
his infectious 
enthusiasm to the 
classroom.

"He loved 
teaching," said 
Mary, a retired 
English teacher.

The couple 
enjoyed 
Jim's 100-win 
coaching tenures 
at Shippensburg, 
Cumberland Valley, 
Gettysburg and Delone 
Catholic as well as their three 
years in Pasadena, MD before 
that. After retiring from teaching, 
he kept coaching another five years 
until his health failed.

"We could only travel in April or August," 
she continued. "The rest of the year was basketball."

Dooley's influence has spread far and wide -- and also 
close to home. Lawrence Williams was recently named the new head 
coach at Gettysburg High School. He played for Coach Dooley between 1997 and 
2000.

"He is the reason I coach basketball," Williams said of his mentor. "He said I 
would be great at it."

Williams, who also excelled in football and played collegiately as a defensive back 
at Lehigh University, took his coach's advice. After eight years as an assistant coach at 
Dover and three years as the head coach at Delone, Williams embraced the challenge of 
once again following in Dooley's footsteps.

"He taught me that you have to work hard for the things you 
want," said Williams. "You can't just show up during the season. 
You have to put in the time and effort to get better at something.   
The way you prepare for a game helps determine where you're 
going.  When things don’t work out, don’t blame someone else – 
look in the mirror.”

Dooley's shadow is greater than was his physical 
stature.

"To me, he was a giant," Williams 
continued. "He gave us players 

confidence. We 

learned that you can always persevere, even in trying times. Don't 
fear anyone but God. He was strong in his faith. What a man."

Dooley was not above demonstrating his shooting craft at 
practice.

"One day we weren't shooting jumpers very well," said 
Williams. "He grabbed a ball and said, ‘This is how it's done’ -- 

he proceeded to hit nine or 10 in a row."
Williams still utilizes some of the drills he 

learned from his high school coach.
"We still use the Williamsport box-
out drill and 'help the helper’,”  he 

said.  "He emphasized defense. 
His teams were known for it. 
That's what I want us to be."

Williams is grateful to his 
mentor.

"The world will never 
be the same without Jim 
Dooley," he said. "I hope I 
can continue his legacy and 

be remembered and loved the 
way he is."
Now that's saying something.

Authentic German
Glass Ornaments • Erzgebirge Folk Art

Smokers • Füchtner Nutcrackers
Schwibbögens • Wooden Miniatures

Music Boxes • Nativities • Papier Mâché Figures & Candy Containers

110 Lincoln Way West (Route 30)  •  New Oxford, PA  •  next to the Train Station
(717) 624–9646  •  www.TheChristmasHaus.com

9 Miles East of Gettysburg  •  10 a.m.–5 p.m. Daily
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Giving Back

Children and Youth Services
helps to build families

Each year, thousands of children across 
Pennsylvania enter the foster care system in 
need of safety, security, nurturing, and all of 
the things you get from good parenting. 

Children in foster care are generally 
placed in the custody of the county's 
children and youth agency by the courts.

The goal, says Sarah Finkey, 
administrator for Adams County Children 
& Youth Services (ACCYS) in Gettysburg, 
is to assist biological families in resolving 
the issues that led to the child’s placement 
so that families can be reunited as quickly 

and safely as possible.
In the meantime, the hope is that 

children can reside with close family or 
friends (kinship) to assure they are as 
comfortable as possible.

Unfortunately, for some, the availability 
of close family and friends is slim and 
therefore children are placed in foster 
homes or more restrictive placements. 

As of May 2017, there were 32 children 
in out-of-home care in Adams County; 27 
of them were in resource care (foster care); 

four children were in group/residential 
settings; and one in an independent living 
setting. 

“Our numbers have gone down pretty 
significantly over the years, which is 
different than most counties in the state,” 
said Finkey, noting that the county had 
more than 100 children in care just 10 
years ago. 

She said ACCYS prides itself on front 
loading services from the beginning, and 
working intensively in the home to preserve 
the family system. 

StorY BY HoLLY fLEtcHEr
pHotoS BY dArrYL WHEELEr

Giving Back
We Are Family
When children do come into care, 

ACCYS has a “fantastic partnership” 
with Hempfield Behavior Health, said 
Finkey, to support foster parents, so they 
can work towards permanency – whether 
that is reunification, permanent legal 
custodianship or adoption.

Foster care is intended to be temporary 
for children. If families cannot be reunified 
within 15-22 months, another permanent 
option, such as adoption, is pursued.

For the 2016-2017 fiscal year (July 1 to 
June 30), Adams County CYS had nine 
children achieve permanency through 
adoption or permanent legal guardianship; 
18 children had achieved permanency 
through reunification, as well. 

Kirsten Johnson, Hempfield clinician, 
has worked with ACCYS the last two years 
to prevent placement disruption in the 

resource (foster) home.
“It can be stressful to be a foster or 

adoptive parent and there are additional 
demands and difficulties that can arise from 
this role,” said Johnson. “We have found 
that reducing the caregiver strain impacts 
the effectiveness in the caregiver role and 
ultimate child outcomes.”

She works with foster parents to navigate 
assessments, identify potential stressors 
and provide services either in the home or 
community. 

“Whether planned or not, all families do 
not completely realize the expectations of 
fostering until they begin having a child/
youth placed in their home,” said Johnson. 
“Some placements are fairly smooth, while 
others require more support. We work 
through confidence issues, give emotional 
support, and help build cohesion while 
they work to maintain a relationship with 
biological family members.” 

Finkey said she has seen several children 
in Adams County achieving permanency 
through adoption and permanent legal 
custodianship after working with this 
program.

“Some of these cases were ones that we 
were particularly challenged with achieving 
permanency previously – some having been 
in out of home care for several years – and 
Kirsten was able to work through the 
barriers that either the resource parent or 
the youth were facing so that they were able 
to move forward.” 

Finkey has had several foster parents 
remark that they would not have moved 
towards adoption without the assistance 
of the program. “It has ensured less 
disruptions are occurring in our resource 
homes, allowing for stability to occur,” she 
said. “Only eight percent of the families 
that have worked with the program have 
experienced a disrupted placement.” 

Get Involved
ACCYS serves children from newborn to 

young adult, offering many resources along 
the way.

Their Independent Living (IL) program 
helps youth ages 14-20 transition from 
foster care to being self-sufficient, by 
offering classes on cooking, finance, or 
finding a job. Even when they age-out and 
are on their own – maybe in college – kids 
still need someone to come home to on 

holidays or to send care packages. “There 
are aftercare services available to support 
them,” said Finkey.

One of the biggest fundraisers for the 
IL program is United Way's Live and 
Silent Purse Auction. Each year, hundreds 
of women - and men - attend the festive 
event where purses are sold by auction 
or raffle to the highest bidders. Proceeds 
allow foster youth in Adams County to be 
assisted in transitioning to adulthood and 
working towards an independent life. "We 

Two photos from 2017 Purse Auction – a live/silent auction where guests bid on purses and enjoy food to raise money for the Independent Living program

Sarah Finkey looks over some of the books and 
games in the infant room at ACCYS’ new 

location along Boyds School Road
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Giving Back

have many success stories of foster youth 
becoming contributing and successful 
members of our community," said Finkey.

The next Purse Auction will be held in 
February 2018.

Another way to get involved is to be a 
mentor with Project Hope. This program 
matches current and former foster youth, 
as well as other at-risk youth from the 
community, ages 13-21, with a caring adult 
to coach them in daily living activities, 
lend an ear, and help them make good 
decisions. "Children face difficult odds 
as they transition to adulthood without 
the moral support of adults," said Finkey. 
To be a mentor, Contact projecthope@
adamscountyus.

And for those interested in becoming a 
resource (foster) parent in Pennsylvania, 
ACCYS has monthly inquiry and 
introduction sessions to find out more.

“We are not looking for parenting 
experts, we want someone who is 
committed to kids and will keep an open 
mind about the possibility of permanent 
placement," said Finkey.

She said they have a waiting list for 
respite care on a part-time basis, like 
weekends, to give foster families a small 
break. They also need more parents for 
older youth, and youth who are medically 
fragile or with a mental or health diagnosis, 

or those with  aggressive behavior. 
“There is a level of support that comes 

with this,” she said. “We do not just dump 
the children at your door. We give training, 
we support, we build care.” 

There is a stigma that people are not 
good enough to be foster parents or they 
cannot handle it, but Johnson said that is 
simply not true.

“We need parents – single parents, too 
– who have the courage, willingness and 
compassion and we will supply the rest,” 
she said. “There is no end to the built-in 
support we can offer. There is no right or 
wrong way with family – you do what is 
most successful for you.” 

      

Our Mission
To ensure that each child and youth
in Adams County has a Safe and
Permanent Family.
  Adams County Children and Youth Services

      New Location to 
Better Serve Youth

In March, ACCYS moved out of town 
to the Human Services building at 525 
Boyds School Road. Finkey said it is a 
much better fit. “We were growing out of 
our space near the courthouse,” she said. 
“Instead of our department being on three 
different floors, we are all together on one 
and it’s great for communication.”

A two-way mirror in the interaction 
room for court-ordered supervised visits 
creates a more relaxed atmosphere, the 
infant room is well-stocked for family 
interactions, and the Independent Living 
area has an expanded kitchen and study 
area. 

The building will also house Probation 

Services, IT Department, Domestic 
Relations, York/Adams MH/IDD and Early 
Intervention Services, plus two Magisterial 
Judges and the Department of Operational 

Services.
“There will eventually be a courtroom, 

too, that we can utilize for court hearings,” 
said Finkey. “It’s like one-stop shopping for 
families in need.”

Those interested in learning more about 
being a resource (foster) parent, should 
come to an introductory session, said 
Finkey.

“Our one-hour sessions provide 
information on what it means to foster 
for Adams County,” she said. “Fostering 
provides opportunities to give back to one's 
community and experience the satisfaction 
of making a difference in the life of a child/
youth.” 

If you or someone you know is interested 
in fostering, contact Teresa Polvinale at 
(717) 337-0110.

When asked to describe himself in one 
word, Jeff Taylor replies without pause: 
‘Baseball’.

A fitting response for a man who fell in 
love with the sport as a youngster and never 
strayed far from the baseball diamond. 
Taylor has spent the past 47 years as a 
player or coach, with this season marking 
his 30th in the dugout at Biglerville High 
School, his alma mater.

Taylor was introduced to the game 
when he was nine years old, playing Little 
League for the Arendtsville Cardinals. A 
natural fielder, Taylor quickly developed 
an appreciation for the nuances of the 
game. He moved on to Pony League and 
eventually American Legion baseball where 
he stood out as an infielder and a pitcher. 

Taylor gravitated to players who 
competed with purpose and a no-frills 
approach.

“I liked the style of Jeff Wertz, who 
played for the Arendstville Appleknockers 
in the South Penn,” said Taylor. “He played 
hard and he played to the win, the way 
baseball is supposed to be played. I tried to 
play the way he did.”

Taylor earned the starting spot at third 
base as a freshman at Biglerville but broke 

a finger while fielding a ground ball and 
missed most of the season. He came back 
better than ever as a sophomore and put 
together a terrific scholastic career that 
saw him hit .526 as a sophomore, .429 as 
a junior and .511 in his senior year. His 
offensive prowess and slick glovework 
caught the attention of college recruiters, as 
well as Dutch Dorman, then a scout for the 
Philadelphia Phillies. Taylor was contacted 
by the Philly birddog as a junior and again 
the following season.

“He liked that I pulled the ball off a 
left-hander” said Taylor, who batted left 
but threw right. “I thought that was pretty 
neat and that maybe I had a shot (of going 
pro).”

What Taylor didn’t have in his favor was 
size. The fact that he couldn’t come close 
to six-feet tall neutralized his lively bat and 
steady hands in the infield.

“He told me that teams are drafting guys 
that are 6-3 and 6-5, and that even if he 
recommended me at 5-10 I shouldn’t get 
too excited,” said Taylor of Dorman. “I 
thought, ‘how can I stretch myself to get to 
6-2 or 6-3?’”

During his senior season the biggest 
decision in Taylor’s life was left to chance, 

Tay
lor Brings Major Leage Work Ethics
To Biglerville

Program
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Kirsten Johnson, Hempfield clinician,
and Sarah Finkey, ACCYS administrator,

at the Human Services Building,
Boyds School Road, Gettysburg
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unbeknownst to anyone. With an eye toward a career as a science 
teacher, Taylor applied to and was accepted by both Millersville 
and Shippensburg universities. Prior to choosing which school 
he would attend, Taylor went on a baseball recruiting trip to 
Millersville with Canner head coach Fred Hibbs. The Marauders 
were hosting Shippensburg that day and Taylor secretly decided 
that the winner would be the school he would attend the next fall.

 “Ship won, so I went there,” said Taylor with a chuckle. “That’s 
what was in the back of my mind because everything else was 
identical as far as the biology departments and baseball programs.”

Taylor described his first season at Shippensburg as ‘nerve-
wracking’ and admitted to being surprised that he wasn’t cut after 
the first few weeks of workouts. But instead of being shown the 
door, he was inserted into the starting lineup as an outfielder, 
which was foreign soil.

“I had never played the outfield in my life,” he said. “I was 
very uncomfortable because I had a hard time judging fly balls. I 
thought that I better learn quickly or I’d be gone. Luckily I hit well 

(.371) because my defense was mediocre.”
Taylor’s tenure in the outfield abruptly ended later that season 

during an NCAA regional tournament in Valdosta, Georgia when 
head coach Art Fairchild moved him to third base, his natural 
position. The move was made after Fairchild consulted with team 
leader and staff ace Leon Hoke, who said the team needed Taylor 
at third.

Taylor drove in three runs and made a couple of eye-catching 
plays at the hot corner the next day, cementing his lock on the 
position for the next three years. By the time he graduated from 
Shippensburg in 1983 he had become one of the baseball program’s 
most prolific players. He compiled a .337 batting average with 132 
hits, 107 runs scored and 84 RBI. Known for a keen eye and the 
ability to work a pitcher – he tied a school record with 117 career 
walks – Taylor also had some pop in his bat, slugging 25 doubles, a 
dozen triples and eight home runs. 

Among the records Taylor set or tied while at Ship were most 
walks in a season (45 in 1981), hits in a game (6 in 1982), 

consecutive at-bats with a hit (7 in 1982) and most walks in a 
game (5 in 1983).

With an impressive resume in hand, Taylor assumed he had done 
enough to convince scouts his ability trumped his lack of size and 
that he would be given a shot at the big leagues. That wasn’t the 
case.

“We were back at Ship getting ready for the draft and Coach 
Fairchild told me that the scout said he never put my name on the 
list,” said Taylor. “I went outside and sat on a fence for an hour 
and just bawled my head off. I was devastated. I thought for sure I 
would get drafted.”

Following graduation Taylor returned home, and in 1984 
he took over for the retiring Jack Emmanuel at Biglerville as a 
seventh-grade science teacher. He served as a junior high boys’ 
basketball coach for 10 years and in 1987 joined the baseball staff 
as an assistant. When Hibbs retired in 1999, Taylor took over as 
the Canners’ head coach.

He also continued to play baseball every summer, starring for 
six different teams in the South Penn League as well as a pair of 
Franklin County League squads during a standout career. Taylor 
was inducted into Shippensburg University’s Athletic Hall of Fame 
in 2008 and the Adams County Chapter of the Pennsylvania 
Sports Hall of Fame in 2013.

Through three decades as the leader of the BHS program Taylor 
remains true to his old-school baseball roots. He prefers infield 
chatter to trash talk, urges his pitchers to work ahead in the count 
and puts a premium on fundamentals.

“I had good coaches, especially at Ship, and they taught baseball 
like the Major League level,” said Taylor, who had 179 career wins 
as a head coach entering the 2017 season. “I enjoy transferring that 
knowledge over to high school players.”

Taylor’s dedication to coaching was never more evident than this 
season, when he suffered a dislocated ankle while letting his dogs 
out one early morning. The injury required immediate surgery 
and the insertion of screws and plates into his left ankle. Despite 
being told by doctors that he needed to stay off that foot until July, 
Taylor quickly resumed his coaching duties with the help of a golf 
cart and longtime assistant Rick Byers.

“I felt helpless at first because all I could do was sit in the 
dugout and holler,” said Taylor, laughing. “Not being out there is 
frustrating.”

When not coaching or traveling with Joy, his wife of 23 years, 
Taylor enjoys hunting. Annual trips to Iowa to hunt whitetail 
deer and an elk kill in Montana in 2012 are among his favorite 
memories in the field.

But the field dearest to Taylor has foul lines, a pitcher’s mound 
and a batter’s box. And even more rewarding than a successful 
hunt is watching his players develop their skills and appreciation 
for the game he has loved since he was a little boy growing up in 
Arendtsville.

“I enjoy watching kids go on and play at college, and I like for 
them to take the knowledge I’ve given them and play at that level,” 
he said. “That’s rewarding.”
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A member of  the franchise system of  BHH Affiliates, LLC

“CheCk Out All the listings
On My MObile App”

-David L. Sites, Associate Broker -

DAVID L. SITES
Associate Broker

1270 Fairfield Road, Gettysburg, PA 17325
Bus 717-337-1188 • Direct 717-338-1479
Cell 717-487-4000 • dlsites@rlmco.net

DONNA WALKER
Realtor, Associate Broker

Member of The Dave Sites Team
1270 Fairfield Road, Gettysburg, PA 17325
Bus 717-337-1188 • Direct 717-338-1487

    Cell 717-891-6232 • donnalwalker@yahoo.com

BRAD SHAFER
Realtor,

Member of The Dave Sites Team
1270 Fairfield Road, Gettysburg, PA 17325
Bus 717-337-1188 • Direct 717-338-1471
  Cell 717-870-3608 • bshafer@Homesale.com

Introducing: DaviD L. SiteS team

878 Mount CarMel road • orrtanna, Pa 17353 • $599,000 • MlS#21705874
PerFeCtIon!!! restored and 100% new features & construction. 1840 Stone Home with geothermal

3 zone HVaC system. 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, Hardwood Floors, 1st Floor Master Suite, 1st Floor 9’ Ceilings,
2 Car attached Garage plus detached 4 Car Garage & Workshop all on 2.88 acres.
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