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Companion is a publication of the 
Gettysburg Times newspaper but we like 
to use it as an opportunity to give our 
readers a deeper look into Adams County.
This issue, we examine how our area’s 
deep history interacts with a vibrant 
future.
Outside of Fairfield Borough, Carmelite 
nuns are relying on centuries-old 
techniques to meet the future. A new 
monastery will house more than 26 
nuns who devote their lives to God. Jim 
Hale explains how the sisters believe 
their simple, old ways will better society 
through prayer.
Writer Holly Fletcher highlights hidden 
history in the heart of an extremely 
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historic town. The Grand Army of the 
Republic building has sat on Gettysburg’s 
Middle Street for almost 200 years. 
Historic Gettysburg Adams County has 
restored its original beauty and uses it to 
teach people about the past.
Artist Tom Rooney uses watercolors to 
show old and new buildings in a different 
light. Writer Vanessa Pellechio describes 
Rooney’s transition from the fast-paced 
life of a paramedic to painter.
Our cover story features a Gettysburg 
surprise to many tourists – a comic book 
shop. Owners Holly Krichten and Arty 
Sanchez recently explained to me how 
almost everyone can find something they 
like in Fourcorners Comics.
Gettysburg is often focused on the past, 
for good reason, but Charlotte Acker 
explores the future. Mary Grace Keller 
writes about how the psychic searches for 
spirits.
And finally, Josh Martin once again 
profiles a local sports legend. This issue 
he features a diamond dynamic, Keith 
Bevenour.
I hope you enjoy Companion. Please 
contact me with story ideas.

A Note From the Editor

Alex J. Hayes

Gettysburg & Surrounding Areas
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COVER DESIGNED BY
Local Artist Shaiann Daniels

Shaiann Daniels is a 23 year old Gettysburg resident. She attended the Art Institute 
of York and received her degree in Graphic Design. She works as a tattoo artist at 

Gypsy Skull Tattoo in Hanover, PA. Outside of tattooing, Shaiann is an award winning 
graphic designer. She primarily does branding and merchandise design for bands both 
local and throughout the United States. She has also been working on her own apparel 

line called Less Than Alive which she plans on launching by the end of 2018.
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SEPTEMBER 1
Farm Fresh saturdays
Gazebo at The Outlet
Shoppes at Gettysburg

SEPTEMBER
7-9, 14-16, 21-23
annie
Gettysburg Community Theatre
www.gettysburgcommunitytheatre.org

SEPTEMBER 7
empty Bowl ice cream 
Fundraiser
Lincoln Square
www.adamsrescuemission.org

SEPTEMBER 7 & 8
hallowed Ground militaria 
& historic arms show
Gettysburg Fire Department
717-677-2383

SEPTEMBER 8,
OCTOBER 6
Farmer’s market tour &
cookinG class
Adams County Arts Council
www.savorgettysburgfoodtours.com

SEPTEMBER 8 & 9

Gateway Gettysburg
www.gettysburgwineandmusicfestival.com

SEPTEMBER 14 & 15
autumn splendor Flower 
show
Gettysburg Fire Station
Community Room
www.gettysburggardenclub.com

SEPTEMBER 14 & 15
liBeration oF new oxFord
New Oxford Train Station
www.newoxford.org

SEPTEMBER 15
4th annual GolF 
tournament For the adams 
rescue mission
Mountain View Golf Club
www.adamsrescuemission.org

SEPTEMBER 15 & 16
5th annual sweet potato 
Festival
Thomason’s Olde Thyme Herb Farm 
and Gift Shop
717-624-1527

SEPTEMBER 15
ladies’ autumn tea
Hollabaugh Bros Inc
www.hollabaughbros.com

SEPTEMBER 15
scavenGer hunt
Arts Education Center
www.adamsarts.org

SEPTEMBER 16
adams county heritaGe 
Festival
Gettysburg Area Recreation Park
www.icpj-gettysburg.org

SEPTEMBER 16
eaGles arms Gun show
All Star Event Complex
www.eaglearmsgunshows.com

SEPTEMBER 22
GettysBurG outdoor

antique show
Downtown Gettysburg
www.gettysburgretailmerchants.com

SEPTEMBER 22
haBpi’s ride For trails
Gettysburg Rec Park
habpi.redpodium.com/habpis-ride-for-trails

SEPTEMBER 22
the Famous G.a.r. Bean 
soup sale
GAR Hall
www.hgaconline.org

Save the date!
The Arc of Adams County presents:

The Fabulous Hubcaps

Sept. 22, 2018 at Eisenhower Hotel & Conference Center
2634 Emmitsburg Rd., Gettysburg, PA 17325

Dinner at 6pm - Dance 7:30-11pm

Cost:
$50.00 for Dinner and Dance

$30.00 for Dance Only
Silent Auction, Quilt 

Auction, and Live Auction!
Please join us for our Annual Dinner, Dance & Show Fundraiser

Featuring The Fabulous Hubcaps...Evening of Sept. 22!!
FOr mOre inFO, pLeASe cALL 717-677-8487

Sweet Potato 
Festival

Sept. 15 • 10am-5pm
Sept. 16 • 11am-5pm

Outdoor Church Service 10AM-11AM

Food, CraFt VendorS, all day liVe muSiC!

thomason’s Herb Farm llc
170 Stoney Point Road, East Berlin, PA 17316

(717) 624-1527
Herbfarm01@comcast.net
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SEPTEMBER 28
annual salsa on the square 
in GettysBurG
Carlisle Street
www.gettysburg-leon.org

SEPTEMBER 29 - 30
38th Annual 

Pippinfest
Main Street Fairfield
www.pippinfest.com

SEPTEMBER 29
wine caBaret with

chad-alan carr!
Gettysburg Community Theatre
www.gettysburgcommunitytheatre.org

OCTOBER 1
20th anniversary wine 
release
Adams County Winery
www.adamscountywinery.com

OCTOBER
5-7, 12-14, 19-21
the diary oF anne Frank
Gettysburg Community Theatre
www.gettysburgcommunitytheatre.org

OCTOBER
6 & 7, 13 & 14
national apple harvest 
Festival
South Mountain Fairgrounds
www.appleharvest.com

OCTOBER 7
pilGrimaGe For the sea 
services
The National Shrine of Saint 
Elizabeth Ann Seton
339 S. Seton Ave., Emmitsburg,
MD 21727
contact Rob Judge by calling
301-447-6037 or email at
Rob.Judge@setonshrine.org.

OCTOBER 12 & 13
celeBratinG GettysBurG
Majestic Theater
www.gettysburgmajestic.org

OCTOBER
13, 19, 20, 26 & 27
Back From the dead

cemetery walk
The National Shrine of Saint 
Elizabeth Ann Seton
339 S. Seton Ave., Emmitsburg,
MD 21727
301-447-6606

         OCTOBER 13
        a rotary
        oktoBerFest
         Battlefield Brew Works
          www.gettysburgrotary.org

OCTOBER 13
ywca encore Breast 
cancer awareness 5k
YWCA Gettysburg & Adams County
www.ywcagettysburg.org

OCTOBER 20 & 21
2nd annual BattleField

tattoo expo
All Star Event Complex
www.battlefieldtattooexpo.com

OCTOBER 26
costume party time 
machine
Gettysburg Hotel
www.adamsarts.org

OCTOBER 27
11th annual harvest day & 
parade
New Oxford Center Square
www.newoxford.org/harvest-day.html

OCTOBER 27, 28, 31,
NOVEMBER 2 & 3
the rocky horror show 
live on staGe! ByoB and 
rated r!
Gettysburg Community Theatre
www.gettysburgcommunitytheatre.org

Advanced Maintenance Inc.
904-910-2007

www.facebook.com/lester.droney.1
AdvancedMaintenance.net

Unlock the potential of

your home now!
Call us today. Make your house feel more like a 

home. One you can be proud of!

P.A.#106879
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Relying on centuries-old techniques of building with 
stones, an otherworldly vision is rising to meet the future 
near Fairfield.
Structural decisions made now could still have 
implications in 350 years, said Seth Harris, one of the 
specially trained craftsmen helping to build a monastery 
for approximately 26 Carmelite nuns off Water Street, 
about a half-mile southeast of the borough.
Harris, of the 
non-profit Stone 
Trust educational 
organization based 
in Vermont, has 
been training 
workers ranging 
from masons with 
50 years' experience 
to volunteers with 
none, helping 
all of them earn 
certifications 
through the Dry 
Stone Walling 
Association of Great 
Britain.
“The nuns are 
looking to establish 
a monastery 
community that will 
spread over multiple 
generations,” said 
the project’s head 
craftsman, Patrick 
Lemmon, a member 
of the College 
of Traditional 

Practitioners of The International Network for Traditional 
Building, Architecture & Urbanism, founded by the 
United Kingdom’s Prince Charles.
A complex of what Lemmon termed “fairly modest” 
buildings is planned, ranging from a chapel to a structure 
where the cloistered sisters will be able to interact with 
visitors through a screen.
Varying levels of modernity will be evident in different 

buildings, he said. In 
some cases, he said, 
“traditional materials 
and methods” will 
be used to create 
“solid stone walls 
just like you'd find 
going back into 
prehistory.” Other 
buildings will 
embody some more 
modern practices 
than others, such 
as a caretaker's 
residence and a 
barn.
It was in the barn, 
unfinished like all 
the other structures, 
that Bishop 
of the Roman 
Catholic Diocese 
of Harrisburg 
Ronald Gainer 
conducted a Mass 
in July to celebrate 
the opening of the 
monastery. Clad in 

New monastery built with

  ancient techniques
STORY BY JIM HALE
PHOTOS BY JOHN ARMSTRONG AND JIM HALE

Built using traditional dry stone construction techniques, a woodshed awaits 
its roof at the Carmelite monastery being built near Fairfield. Set in a niche is 

a statue of St. Joseph, which was already on the property and was seen by the 
nuns as a sign they had come to right place.
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Authentic German
Glass Ornaments • Erzgebirge Folk Art

Smokers • Füchtner Nutcrackers
Schwibbögens • Wooden Miniatures

Music Boxes • Nativities • Papier Mâché Figures & Candy Containers

13 Baltimore Street
Gettysburg, PA

Sun.–Wed. 10 am–5 pm
Thurs.–Sat. 10 am–9 pm

110 Lincoln Way West (Rt. 30)
    New Oxford, PA
    Daily 10 am–5 pm

beautiful gold and white vestments, Gainer and several 
other priests conducted the rite in Latin. Toward bare 
rafters, incense rose. Bells chimed. Beside the ornate 
altar, a large grille filled a section of wall. It rendered the 
cloistered nuns invisible, but their singing voices swelled 
through it to resound among the unpainted plywood 
walls. A priest passed the Eucharist to the sisters through 
an opening in the grille. Outside, hundreds of congregants 
who couldn’t fit in the barn did not let intermittent rain 
prevent them from taking part in the moment.
“This is heaven, where God meets us,” Gainer said during 
the Mass.
The sisters “remind us that all of us are called” and “show 
us in a radical way” what it means to follow Christ, and 
“help us discern” how to do so, he said.
“The unshakeable confidence of these sisters” leads to 
“greater sanctification of all of us here,” Gainer said.
It was an “absolute miracle” that the barn was complete 
enough to house the Mass, said one of the nuns, Mother 
Therese of Merciful Love, OCD.
Nuns, construction volunteers, and stonemasons worked 
for days, sometimes until 3 a.m., to get the barn ready, she 
said.

Workers taught nuns what they needed to know. 
“Wielding a nail-gun made me nervous at the beginning, 
but after a few hours it was all right,” said Mother Therese, 
who personally nailed the grille into place.
She felt “euphoric” after the Mass, especially moved that 
so many of the construction workers and their families 
attended.
It also felt “a little bit surreal” to “arrive at the starting line. 
Now we have to get to the finish line” of completing the 
buildings, Mother Therese said.
The stone building nearest to completion, a woodshed, 
includes a small niche on the outside of one wall. In 
that niche stands an object that played a key role in the 
monastery's founding.
The object is a statue of St. Joseph, which once stood in 
the driveway of the farm that became the monastery's site.
At a groundbreaking ceremony in June 2016, the nuns' 
attorney, Anthony Disanto, said he was asked several years 
ago to find a location for a new monastery.
"I looked into about 100 properties and walked about 30 
of them. When I visited St. Mary's Church in Fairfield 
to inquire about available area properties, I was told to 
contact Sandi Polvinale," he said.
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Polvinale and her husband Christopher bought property 
21 years ago on a hilltop overlooking Fairfield.
"When Chris died in 2002 he told me not to sell the 
property to anybody, that it's meant for a holy purpose," 
Sandi recalled at the groundbreaking ceremony. She 
described a "van-load of nuns" coming to visit the 
property, and the first thing they saw was Sandi's statue of 
St. Joseph in the driveway, the patron to whom the nuns 
had been praying for a new home.
Mother Therese concurred during an interview in January. 
"As soon as we set foot" on the property, she said, they 
knew it was right.
Sandi Polvinale, said she was “so thrilled” after July’s 
opening Mass because now “my husband's legacy lives on.”
She said she “stuck to her guns” after Chris's passing, 
sometimes working two jobs to hang onto the land until 
the right purpose could be found. 
Sandi’s efforts are now coming to beautiful fruition, she 
said, because the nuns “felt Saint Joseph calling them.”
The nuns began seeking a new site because the number 
of young women attracted to the Carmelites’ way of life 
led to crowded conditions at the monastery in Elysburg, 
Pa., between Shamokin and Bloomsburg about 40 miles 
northeast of Harrisburg.
Across many centuries, Mother Therese said in January, 
it has been normal for a monastery to have three or four 
novitiates, but the Carmel of Jesus, Mary & Joseph at 
Elysburg now has 18. "It's unheard of. We ourselves are 
very surprised at what God is doing," she said.
Bishop Gainer “gave the Carmelites permission to branch 
out and found a new community. With his blessing, 

the Carmel of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph began the design 
process and in 2012 purchased the land on which to build. 
At both Elysburg and the new monastery, the nuns will 
be able to continually grow, attracting new vocations and 
providing powerhouses of prayer and sacrifice the world so 
desperately needs,” according to the nuns’ website, www.
fairfieldcarmelites.org.
The monastery is to be built for approximately 26 sisters, 
Mother Therese said, providing space for both permanent 
residents and novices who are in a four- to five-year period 
of training and reflection as to whether the nun's life is 
truly the one for them.
Many young women feel "a real thirst for the authentic" 
and a longing to leave "the rat-race" of materialistic 
modern life, Mother Therese said.
"They want to break out into a higher, bigger reality," she 
said.
“Following in the footsteps of their Holy Mother, St. 
Teresa of Avila, the new monastery farmstead is designed 
on a smaller scale, meant for more of a family-sized 
religious community. Much like homesteaders of 19th 
century America, these Nuns are building not just a home, 
but a self-sustaining community, in which they raise their 
animals, till their fields, tend their gardens, spin their 
wool, and ply their needles,” according to the website.
The nuns are members of the Order of Discalced 
Carmelites. The initials behind Mother Therese's name 
- she no longer uses the last name she was born with - 
stand for the order's name in Latin, Ordo Carmelitarum 
Discalceatorum. "Discalced" means "shoeless." As a sign of 
poverty, she said, the nuns traditionally wear only sandals 

An unfinished barn is the setting as Bishop of the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Harrisburg Ronald Gainer and other priests celebrate an opening Mass in July.

“Wielding a nail-gun 
made me nervous at 
the beginning, but 
after a few hours it 

was all right.”

— Mother Therese

“
“



9

Cloistered nuns in white habits have a rare opportunity to greet visitors after 
July’s opening Mass at their monastery, which is being built near Fairfield.

they themselves make out of hemp. 
They also make the traditional habits 
they wear.
“I work directly with the nuns in sort 
of translating and executing their 
vision,” said Lemmon, who said he 
has been on the site full time since 
June, coordinating the efforts of two 
to four dozen workers, including 
volunteers.
The nuns’ vision has come to have 
deep meaning for those doing the 
hands-on work, he said.
“In a very real sense, it is humbling, 

and it's an honor to be asked to be 
part of this,” said Lemmon, who owns 
Orthodox Masonry in Columbia, 
S.C.
“It's a tangible embodiment of 
faith and commitment to Christian 
beliefs,” Lemmon said.
Asked what she hopes people will 
think about when they drive past 
the sign marking the monastery's 
entrance, Mother Therese invoked the 
image of the grille through which the 
sisters sang during the opening Mass.
She said passersby should “think of 

a group of dedicated young women 
on top of the hill, living lives of love 
and sacrifice for everyone in the 
whole world. Even if you can't see 
us, if people stop and listen, they can 
hear us up there in the heights. We're 
singing with our lives.”

Despite rain, congregants who cannot not fit inside gather outside as July’s opening Mass is celebrated in an unfinished barn.
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Hidden
history

IN THE
MIDDLE

OF
GETTYSBURG

STORY BY HOLLY FLETCHER,
PHOTOS BY DARRYL WHEELER

The Grand Army of 
the Republic (GAR) 
building is one of 
Gettysburg’s hidden 
gems, according to local 
resident Anne Zabawa. 
“People walk by it every 
day, but many do not 
know what’s inside or 
the history it preserves.” 
Located in Gettysburg’s 
Historic District at 53 
E. Middle Street, the 
red brick building dates 
back to 1822 when it 
was consecrated as a 
Methodist-Episcopal 
church. 
It gained hospital 
status during and after 
Gettysburg’s three-
day battle in 1863 
when local nuns and 
volunteers cared for 
fallen soldiers on both 
sides. 
After the war, the church 
outgrew its facilities and, 
in 1871, purchased a 
lot diagonally across the 
street where they erected 
a new church. 

GAR post 
home
A group of Civil War 
veterans, known as the 
Grand Army of the 
Republic, purchased the 
vacated church building 
in 1879 and established 
GAR Post No. 9, 
naming it for Cpl. Jack 
Skelley, a young soldier 
from Gettysburg who 
died in Virginia in 1863 
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– a casualty of the Battle of Second 
Winchester.
A dining room and kitchen were 
added to the rear of the building and 
many veteran meetings and reunions 
were held there. The group was a force 
to be reckoned with in local, state and 
national politics, according to Zabawa. 
In front of the GAR building stands 
a brace of cannons and a monument 
erected in 1891 to the memory of 
fallen comrades. On three sides are the 
names of Adams Countians who died 
in the Civil War. 
The monument was originally 
commissioned by the 2nd New York 
Cavalry Regiment, but the group was 
so dissatisfied with the design of the 
marker before it was even placed on 
the battlefield that it was sold and 
“recycled” as a monument for the 
local GAR post. A final version of the 
monument was eventually agreed upon 
and can be found in the vicinity of the 
Pennsylvania Monument on Cemetery 
Ridge, but the two are so similar 
that Zabawa is not sure what was so 
objectionable about the first one. 
During WWI, Gen. Dwight D. 
Eisenhower had his tank camp – 
Camp Colt – in Gettysburg and, as 
a result of the devastating Spanish 
influenza epidemic in 1918, army 
officials used the GAR Hall to house 
the coffins of its men who had 
succumbed to the virus and awaited 
shipment home. 
By the 1930s, most of the Civil War 
veterans had died and the GAR Post 
was conveyed to the next generation 
– the Sons of Union Veterans (SUV), 
who owned the building until the 
1980s, when many of its members 
had likewise passed along, leaving the 
roof leaking, the foundation walls 
crumbling and general deterioration 
throughout. 
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HGAC project 
A historic preservation organization – Historic Gettysburg/Adams County 
– was looking for a major project and decided to purchase the semi-
dilapidated edifice in 1980.
A major community-wide fund drive was initiated, which ran to several 
hundred thousand dollars, according to Zabawa, HGAC’s current 
president. 
Since the hall was now the oldest standing church building in Gettysburg, 
HGAC decided to restore some features of the original church structure, 
such as the contour of the altar area, the choir loft, and the cemetery 
behind the building.
There are no corpses still buried in the cemetery, except possibly one. The 
bodies of church ancestors were moved many years ago, but one body 
is presumably still buried under a small marker, identified as Edward 
McPherson Woods, a three-year-old boy. Zabawa said he died in 1863, 
just after the Battle of Gettysburg. “The story goes that his older 
brother found a loaded gun while they were playing outside and 
accidentally shot his little brother.”

Restoration
During restoration, the back rooms were transformed into an 
office suite for then Sen. Terry Punt, who had been responsible 
for obtaining a $50,000 grant to start the renovation on the 
building. A basement was added and finished as a second meeting 
room, with rest rooms and a vault-like storage area. 
The building was rededicated in 1991 and local artist Virginia 
Jacobs McLaughlin was hired to paint a series of murals. The 
paintings surround the former church nave and depict about 
80 historic buildings and landmarks from a peaceful, nostalgic 
Adams County before the turn of the 20th century. Civil War 
artist Dale Gallon was also commissioned to do a major print, 
“The Day is Ours,” which hangs in the altar area. 
The downstairs contains original furniture, photographs, weapons, 
cannon balls and canteens. There is a wooden podium made from a tree 
with a shell stuck in it. HGAC remains stewards of these items, taking 
care to memorialize what once happened in this building.
In addition to a museum and education center, the building serves the 
community as a meeting and dining hall for local groups, as well as 
hosting functions of the SUV. 
With its 30-foot ceilings and ornamental walls, the GAR building 
stands as a monument to restoration. It is a landmark in the community, 
available to all who would like a small meeting place with a Civil War 
ambience. 

Preserving local history
In addition to the upkeep of the GAR building – window replacement is 
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the next project, said Zabawa – HGAC also helps catalog historic barns in the county and aids in research about them. 
The preservation group received a grant from South Mountain Partnership to do a survey/registry for barns that can be 
duplicated for the entire state of Pennsylvania.
“As part of this grant, we must complete 100 surveys during the 2018 year,” said Zabawa. “We have more than 50 so far, 
but could use more barns!”
She said HGAC will survey any historic barn. 
“Our specialist will walk through and tell you when it was built, what type of barn it is, what different areas were used 
for, and more,” said Zabawa. “He will take pictures, write up a blurb and add your barn to our registry.” 
She said barn owners could even get grant money to help preserve their barn. 
HGAC also offers an educational speaker program on the third Tuesday of each month and the GAR building is also 
open for First Friday events downtown, offering refreshments and a guest presenter. 
Underground Railroad Tours are offered every Saturday from May through August at McAllister’s Mill and locals can 
find beautiful old windows, shutters and Civil War era doors for sale at the HGAC Architectural Salvage Warehouse 
every third Saturday from April to October, at the Daniel Lady Farm.
The traditional GAR Bean Soup Sale, set for Sept. 22 this year, has locals lining up for Stan McGee’s famous Bean Soup, 
slow-cooked in an iron kettle over a wood fire. The tradition was started by the GAR in the 1890s (an original ticket 
from 1894 is on display) and Zabawa said HGAC has continued the tradition. “It’s very popular in town and we sell out 
each year.” 
HGAC also gives out awards for homes that have been restored to historical correctness. Many of these homes, their 
stories and photographs have been compiled in a book by member James Fritz, and available at HGAC or local 
bookstores. 
Zabawa said there is an administrative director at the GAR hall on Tuesdays from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. to answer questions 
and talk about the building. You can also find out more about HGAC’s many projects by visiting hgaconline.org.
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Gettysburg is a historic town covered in blue, gray, red, 
white and blue.
Thousands flock here every year to pay respects to those 
who fired muskets while on horseback.
But in the center of the Civil War-era architecture sits a 
special lair. Teenagers summon magic here to fight dragons. 
Adults browse brightly-illustrated novels. Toddlers learn to 
read.
A comic book store in the heart of Gettysburg surprises 
many people but co-owner Holly Krichten said locals and 
tourists have embraced Fourcorners Comics since it opened 
in 2015.
“Gettysburg has always been a real community-based town 

Magic
happening
in historic Gettysburg

STORY BY ALEX J. HAYES
PHOTOS BY DARRYL WHEELER
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Magic
happening
in historic Gettysburg

and that is the type of shop we wanted to build,” Krichten 
said.
Krichten knows first-hand that comics are not just for 
children. She was introduced to them while dating her 
now-husband and co-owner, Arty Sanchez. A comic book 
shop seemed like an odd spot for a date, but she went with 
it.
“I didn’t even know they were made any more,” Krichten 
said.
She began reading “Y: The Last Man” by Brian K. 
Vaughan and was hooked. She soon shared her husband’s 
dream of owning a comic book store and in 2015 
the couple moved from Bethesda, Md. to Krichten’s 
hometown of Gettysburg.
Fourcorners Comics began in a small space on Baltimore 
Street. The inventory consisted of Sanchez’s original 
collection and a few new comics. It was not long before 
customers poured in and the shelves were full.
 “From the very beginning, we helped people find things 
we knew they would love,” Krichten said.
Krichten believes anyone who loves to read can become 
hooked on comics. Fourcorners stocks  classics such as 

“Wonder Woman,” “Green Lantern” and “Batman” but 
there are also graphic novels and more kid-friendly works 
such as “My Little Pony.”
“There are amazing stories out there for every single 
person. You just have to look at what you are interested in. 
It’s not just superheroes and books for kids,” she said.
Krichten and Sanchez love the challenge of finding the 
perfect comic for customers based off of their tastes, such 
as fantasy, apocalyptic, horror, and science fiction.
Comics also come in many forms. There are one-story 
serials, graphic novels and the newest craze, trade 
paperbacks.
“It’s kind of like binge-watching Netflix,” Krichten said of 
the multi-story trade paperbacks.
Parents often use graphic novels to introduce children to 
more in-depth reading. The bright colors excite children 
and make them more engaged.
“It tides them over from what they are used to and gets 
them into something different,” Krichten said.
A comic book store is more than a store. People gather to 
discuss stories and play games.
“Parents can send their children here and not worry if 
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they are out running in the streets,” Krichten said. “A comic 
book store should be a staple in any community. People can 
gather and talk about things they are commonly interested 
in or play a game with someone they do not know.”
The gathering space has become so popular that Fourcorners 
recently expanded into an adjacent space. A large 
chalkboard lists the shops many events, including a writer’s 
group. Everyday people sit around tables and play games 
such as Warhammer, Pokemon, and Magic.
“These are games where you get a lot more interaction and 
are more community based,” Krichten said.
Trading card games such as Magic release new sets every 
few months and midnight pre-release parties are popular at 
Fourcomics.
“It’s the first time everyone experiences that set. We open all 
of the packs at midnight and everyone plays until 4 a.m.,” 
Krichten said.
Gettysburg Area Middle School students often walk to the 
shop after classes and a Littlestown teacher coordinated 
a Dungeons and Dragons club for teens. Dungeons and 
Dragons’ popularity lead to Fourcorners’ next planned 
expansion, a downstairs gaming area.
“Our community is very welcoming. Anyone will sit down 
with a new player and teach them a game. They want people 
to play with,” Krichten said.
Krichten and Sanchez are excited about the shop’s success 
and look forward to seeing it grow.
“I grew up here my whole life. I love the history. I am 
excited to see new businesses coming in. There have to be 
things for people to do here. Anything that is different will 
help the town move forward,” she said.
She is also looking forward to Gettysburg’s first comic book 
convention, LincCon. Comic book fans and gamers will be 
able to meet fellow fans, lecturers, and authors, such as Bob 
McLeod of “The New Mutants” and “Deadpool” artist Mike 
Hawthorne. 
LincCon will be held in the Gettysburg College Ballroom 
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., Nov. 3. Admission is free but 
tickets, available by searching LincCon on Facebook, are 
required.
“When we opened the store, I wanted to have a convention. 
I thought Gettysburg was great because this is a college 
town and central to a lot of cities,” Sanchez said.
Sanchez said 2018 LincCon will be a great experience but he 
is really excited about the possibility of growth in future years.
“It’s going to be huge, it will be great for this town. I am 
super excited about it,” he said.

“There are amazing stories
out there for every single

person. You just have to look
at what you are interested in.

It’s not just superheroes
and books for kids.”

     Holly Krichten,
     Fourcorners comics
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It could be the unpredictability of 
how every watercolor painting will 
turn out that keeps Fairfield resident 
Tom Rooney creating.
The colors don’t always go in the 
direction he hopes for. 
One piece was supposed to morph 
into a barn, but the colors somehow 
betrayed Rooney, appearing more like 
a litterbox, he said with a laugh.
That’s part of the fun in learning a 
new craft, according to Rooney. 
The 66-year-old is used to leading an 
impulsive life. He spent 15 years as a 
paramedic at Gettysburg Hospital.
As a paramedic, he never knew what 
each day would have in store for him, 
working 12-hour shifts two or three 
days in a row.
Even though he retired five or six 
years ago, he feels more comfortable 
being referred to as a paramedic rather 
than an artist.
“I’m still getting used to the title,” 
Rooney said. “I feel like an amateur 
compared to other artists around 
here.”
The inception of his art business 
Gettysburg Watercolors came 
out of necessity after realizing he 
needed more financial security in his 
retirement.
One day, he decided to buy cheap 
watercolor paints at Walmart and 

Watercolors
allow artist  to grow in retirement

STORY BY VANESSA PELLECHIO
PHOTOS BY DARRYL WHEELER

started watching YouTube tutorial 
videos. 
He was inspired by the history 
that surrounds him in Gettysburg, 
recreating well-known, local images 
like Sach’s Bridge or a sunrise on the 
Gettysburg Battlefield with canons. 
He also enjoys recreating barns and 
buildings through his work. 
His goal was to make art affordable, 
whether a $2 greeting card or prints 
for $20 to $25, Rooney said. The 
original artwork also remains low-
cost, typically under $50, according to 
Rooney.
“It’s more of an impulse buy,” Rooney 
said. “If someone walks into an ice 
cream store, they are not planning to 
spend $1,000 on art. They are nice 
souvenirs.”
In his first year, Rooney said he still 
has the original check. The total was 
$2.
“I sold one card that season. I was so 
proud to have it sold. It has grown 
every year,” Rooney said. 
Over the past five or six years, Rooney 
said he has sold hundreds of prints 
and approximately 15,000 greeting 
cards. 
Not every piece is a masterpiece in 
Rooney’s eyes, so he puts his least 
favorite works in a special discounted 
bin at Mr. G’s Gift Shop, located at 
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404-A Baltimore St., Gettysburg.
Some of those pieces are written with 
a special note: “free to a good home,” 
Rooney said, smiling. 
While Rooney paints the original 
watercolor creations, he partners with 
Graphcom Inc., based in Gettysburg, 
to scan the work and make the prints 
before they are sent to multiple 
Gettysburg businesses.
His artwork is also sold at: the 
Dobbin House, 89 Steinwehr 
Ave.; General Pickett’s Buffet, 571 
Steinwehr Ave.; the Ragged Edge 
Coffee House, 110 Chambersburg St.; 
and Gettysburg College Bookstore, 
300 N. Washington St.
Rooney has a special connection 
to Gettysburg College. Originally 
growing up in Long Island, New 
York, Rooney came to the college in 
1970 and has not moved from Adams 
County ever since.

His artwork portraying parts of the 
campus like the prominent, red-
brick building Glatfelter Hall are 
available online and in the bookstore 
– exclusively sold by the college.
“I love painting things I have 
memories of,” Rooney said. 
“Gettysburg College was a real trip 
when I went there.”
During the college’s alumni weekend, 
Rooney said he sets up an easel and 
does live painting at the bookstore.
He does the same in the summer on 
weekends outside Mr. G’s Ice Cream, 
located at 404 Baltimore St.
Some of his creations are made based 
on printed Google images, while 
others happen before his eyes.
When Rooney started up the business, 
Mike Gladfelter, the owner of the ice 
cream shop, was the first to call him 
back. 
One of Rooney’s paintings sits above 
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the hallway in Mr. G’s Ice Cream 
shop where people wait to place their 
orders.
It’s called “Ice Cream Worth Waiting 
For,” Rooney said, noting that tourist 
season draws in huge lines.  
“On Friday and Saturday nights, the 
line goes out the door. People wait 
and wait for his ice cream. There’s 
generous portions, and it’s cheap,” 
Rooney said.
Sitting under the witness tree near 
the white fence at the shop, Rooney 
has met all kinds of people who 
visit Gettysburg. When Rooney was 
still getting the technique down, he 
recalled coloring different pieces at a 
time and was told by an onlooker to 
“stop painting like a fourth-grader.”
“At that point, I’d paint by numbers,” 
Rooney said.
He most often meets people who 
share their personal painting 
experiences. Almost all of them 
gave up the hobby for one reason or 
another, he said.
While he has been asked to do custom 
pieces, Rooney said he learned it can 
be difficult to recreate an exact image.
“I don’t do faces or portraits. That is 
way beyond my skill,” Rooney added.
Rooney said one woman was under 
the misconception that he could fix a 
watercolor painting on the computer 
because she did not like the way the 
barn was touching a house.
Another woman insisted Rooney redo 
a Christmas gift due to the way the 
light was hitting the railing, he said. 
“They think it’s something you can 
manipulate on a computer, but you 
can’t,” Rooney said.
While Rooney said he just came 
across the craft, art skills were in his 
family’s blood.
He recalled an aunt who painted, but 
his grandmother’s work impacted him 

the most.
After his grandmother had 
a stroke, she learned how to 
continue her oil paintings with 
her inferior hand, Rooney said.
One of her pieces remains in 
Rooney’s memory.
“It was really pretty,” Rooney 
said. “But when you turned it 
over, it looked like it was signed 
with a nondominant hand.”
Rooney’s work will be featured 
at HACC Gettysburg Campus 
as one of the 2018-19 art exhibits. His 
collection, which include “barn art, 
streetscapes and historic buildings,” 
will be on display Jan. 4 through 
March 1, 2019. The artist reception 
is scheduled Feb. 12, 2019 at 10:45 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the art gallery 
hallway.
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Charla Acker is like a radio antenna for spirits. 
Gettysburg's psychic medium has been using her gift to 
help people full-time for the last 20 years, the past five 
being in Gettysburg. The psychic in Charla provides 
clarity on past, present, and future experiences, while the 
medium connects with the departed. 
"My work is delivering what the spirit has to say," Charla 
says. "The spirit is who does the work." 
She offers individual and group consultations and tarot 
card readings. No two readings are ever the same. 
Although Charla didn't become a full-time psychic 
medium until later in life, she recognized her gift early on. 
Charla was born in Cleveland and attended kindergarten 
at Memorial School, also known as Collinwood. She 
learned to read and write next to Memorial Garden, the 

site of a tragic school fire that killed 172 children, two 
teachers, and one rescuer in 1908. 
Charla played in the garden with her sister, not knowing 
what the garden was a memorial to. She saw children 
her sister couldn't see. One of them, a little blonde boy, 
"attached" himself to her. She believes he is with her still. 
"I've felt him my whole life," Charla said. 
The realization was startling at first. 
"You aren't really equipped to handle it" as a child, she 
said. 
Living in a house near the busy highway, Charla became 
violently ill whenever a bad crash occurred. By first grade 
she was seeing "visions" in her bedroom mirror, forcing 
her mother to cover up the glass. At first, her family 
thought she was a bit strange, but over time they've come 

SEARCHING fORspirits 
STORY BY MARY GRACE KELLER
PHOTOS BY JOHN ARMSTRONG
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to recognize Charla's gift. 
Fast forward a few decades and Charla finds herself 
the survivor of two strokes before the age of 40. The 
experiences opened up her supernatural senses. 
"Something exploded in me," she said. 
Psychic mediumship is a lifelong learning process, 
according to Charla. She is certified through the Tarot 
Certification Board of America and is a member of 
the American Tarot Association and Forever Family 
Foundation. Charla is also an ordained minister with the 
Universal Life Church Ministries and certified Usui Reiki 
Level 1 and 2. 
She said her goal is to help others find the healing and 
closure they desire, but the result of a reading is entirely 
up to the spirit. Sometimes the message is clear, and other 
times it isn't. 
In the middle of an emotional reading, Charla kept seeing 
an image of brie cheese, which seemed odd. She tried to 
ignore it, but the image kept popping up, so she finally 
had to ask the person about the connection. It turns out 
the deceased daughter's name was Bri. 
Another time, Charla was reading a woman who suffered 
a miscarriage. Charla said the child's spirit kept telling her 
to "look at the feet." The mother had no clue what that 
meant until she had her son. When they inked her son's 
footprints after his birth they saw a distinct heart shape 

in the lines of his feet. The woman remembered Charla's 
reading and realized it must be a message of love from the 
boy's departed sister. 
"It can get very emotional," Charla said. 
When Charla gets into work mode, any one of her senses 
could be bombarded. She feels vibrations, talks faster than 
usual, talks with her hands, and tends to pace. 
"It takes a lot of energy to do what I do," Charla said. "It's 
kind of like running a 10K." 
She can only handle so many readings a day. Charla likens 
the experience to a balloon. It only has so much air, and 
when the balloon has deflated she is depleted of energy. 
Working from home gives Charla a flexible schedule.  
Her dimly lit office is filled with sounds of trickling water 
and soothing music. The space is adorned with the tools 
of her trade — a crystal ball, Ouija board, and tarot cards, 
along with statues and crystals. 
"If I can help one person with my gift it makes it all worth 
it," Charla said. 
She advises people to come into a reading without 
expectations, though she realizes that can be difficult. 
Television shows like "Long Island Medium" have raised 
awareness, in a way, but Charla says they don't paint the 
entire picture. Sometimes people want to hear a certain 
message, but Charla says she can't control what the spirit 
chooses to tell her. She won't offer readings to close friends 
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or family because 
she feels she can't 
separate her personal 
knowledge from what 
the spirt is telling her. 
As someone who is 
devoted to helping 
others, Charla finds 
it frustrating when 
people fake psychic 
prowess. When it 
comes to her own 
work, Charla thinks 
skepticism is good. 
She's skeptical of 
herself sometimes 
and said she pushes 
the spirit to tell her 
specific information 
only they and the 
client would know. 
"My work speaks for 
itself," Charla said. 
Her calendar already 
has appointments 
scheduled through 
July of 2019. 
Charla said it's 
rewarding when you 
can "watch your 
clients transform and 
heal." 
She recalled a time 
she was booked for 
a party and, upon 
arrival, found a dozen male bikers. They were standoffish 
and skeptical. It wasn't long before she had their minds 
changed. 
"I had those bikers on their knees crying," Charla said 
with a laugh. 
The men that started the party with their arms crossed 
ended up embracing Charla by the end. 
"It's very, very rewarding for me," Charla said. "This is 
what I'm called to do." 
Some folks are fearful of people like Charla and 
misunderstand their purpose. 
"What's evil about giving someone hope and love?" Charla 

said. "Because we 
don't understand 
something doesn't 
make it evil or 
wrong." 
Charla helps people 
understand their 
actions and may 
give them direction 
based on her psychic 
knowledge, but says 
she will never tell 
someone what to do. 
That is ultimately up 
to them. 
When people come to 
her for mediumship, 
they sometimes seek 
a loved one who died 
suddenly, like from an 
overdose or suicide. 
Receiving a message 
from the departed 
through a medium can 
be comforting, but 
Charla says you don't 
need a special gift to 
"talk" to your loved 
ones. 
Charla offers a few 
fundraisers a year 
to give back to the 
community that she 
said has been so good 
to her. 

Charla enjoys exploring the Gettysburg battlefield, but the 
historic landscape is full of spirits. She has to put on an 
extra coat of mental armor when she's visiting, a skill she 
didn't used to have. 
She never thought she'd be a full-time psychic medium, 
but now she can't imagine doing anything else. Charla 
said it has taught her compassion. She's never encountered 
an evil spirit. 
"It takes you to a place of love," she said. 

TO LEARN MORE, VISIT
tarotimpressionsbycharla.com
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Keith Bevenour was a man of few 
words on the mound, but he was 
an overwhelming presence with a 
baseball in his hand.
The towering southpaw was a fixture 
for the New Oxford Twins of the 
South Penn Baseball League for more 
than two decades. He logged over 
1,000 innings for his hometown team, 
capping a pitching career that began 
at Delone Catholic High School and 
included successful stops at Penn State 
University and with the Cleveland 
Indians organization.
Bevenour was inducted into the 
Adams County Chapter of the Sports 
Hall of Fame in 2010.
For a pitcher with such sterling 
credentials, one could assume that 
Bevenour was an instant success on 
the baseball diamond. That was not 
the case. In fact, he wasn’t deemed 
good enough to don a Delone 
Catholic uniform.
“It started slow,” Bevenour said of his 
scholastic career. “Back then we didn’t 
have a JV team, and my freshman year 
I got cut. My sophomore year I made 
the team but didn’t play, and my 
junior year I still didn’t play much.”
The lack of playing time wasn’t about 
a lack of talent, rather the amount 
of talent found on the Squire roster 
during the early 1980s. John Dopson, 
who went on to record 30 wins in 

Major League Baseball while pitching 
for four different teams, was the ace. 
Standout Ray Kotula fell in behind 
Dopson, leaving little room for 
Bevenour.
“Those two guys ahead of me were 
pretty good, and we only pitched two 
guys back then,” said Bevenour. “It 
was a little frustrating but that’s how 
we did it.”
The big lefty finally found the 
spotlight as a senior and responded 
with a 7-1 record that helped Delone 
qualify for the District 3 playoffs. 
The Squires lost to the crosstown 
Colonials of New Oxford, something 
Bevenour’s childhood friends were all 
too happy about.
“I’ve heard about it occasionally,” he 
said, laughing. “It was a close game 
under the lights in Chambersburg, 
they had a rally and we lost by a run.” 
Bevenour hoped to continue his 
pitching career after Delone but 
found himself with few options.
“I didn’t have offers from anybody,” 
he said. “I had Dopson in front of 
me in high school and I didn’t throw 
in the 90s, but I wanted to play 
somewhere,” he said. “I went to Penn 
State-York for a year and then walked 
on at main campus.”
During the first day of his tryout 
with the Nittany Lions, Bevenour 
was taken aback by the number of 

hopefuls vying for a few coveted roster 
spots. True to his calm nature, he 
simply did what he knew best, which 
was pitch a baseball.
“I threw to a couple of batters and 
an assistant coach came up to me 
and said, ‘tomorrow you go to the 
(varsity) team,’” said Bevenour. “I was 
surprised.”
Eager to embark on a new journey, 
Bevenour instead found himself 
caught in a case of déjà vu as he was 
more observer than pitcher in his 
initial season. His second year in State 
College saw him garner some action 
as a reliever out of the bullpen, where 
he recorded his first win.
Things came together for the lefty as a 
junior, when he went 7-2 and finished 
in the top 10 nationally in earned 
run average. He followed that with a 
6-4 senior season that included eight 
complete games. Bevenour left State 
College with a respectable 14-6 career 
record an ERA of 3.15 but assumed 
his next start would be back in his 
hometown.
That all changed with one phone call.
“I got home from school and got a 
call from the Cleveland Indians, and 
they said, ‘if we draft you, are you 
interested in playing for us,’” said 
Bevenour. “I was like, ‘um, yeah.’”
A week later Bevenour was taken by 
the Indians in the 40th round of the 

Slow start lead to
diamond success
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1988 draft, and a day after that he 
signed his professional contract at a 
Red Roof Inn in York.
Bevenour fared well in his initial 
minor league campaign, going 
2-2 with a 2.44 ERA toiling for 
Cleveland’s Gulf Coast League 
affiliate. But a rotator cuff injury 
required surgery, and after trying to 
regain his form in 1989 he was out of 
professional baseball.
But his baseball career was far from 
over.

Bevenour still had a passion for 
pitching, so he came home and suited 
up in the South Penn League, where 
he carved out a memorable career in 
New Oxford. 
“I didn’t want to stop (pitching) when 
I was 24-25, I figured I still had some 
years left to go,” he said. 
Bevenour said he went from a hard 
thrower who topped out at 87 or 88 
miles per hour to a crafty lefty, relying 
on a ‘pretty good curveball.’
Longtime New Oxford Twins 

teammate Scott Meckley, who played 
with Bevenour for 25 years, said the 
surgery came with a silver lining. 
“A lot of people thought that when he 
came back from his surgery he didn’t 
throw as hard but he might have 
been a better pitcher,” said Meckley. 
“He developed off-speed stuff to go 
with that fastball that was better than 
average. What really made Keith 
stand out was he could get people 
out by hitting his spots. He wasn’t 
overpowering but he didn’t give them 
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much to hit.”
Bevenour said his approach on 
the mound didn’t vary much over 
the course of his career, sticking 
to what he knew worked. He fed 
right-handed hitters a steady diet of 
outside fastballs, while working inside 
curveballs to leftys. His pinpoint 
control foiled South Penn batters for 
decades.
Meckley had a front-row seat for 
nearly all of Bevenour’s 1,036 
innings pitched, which is the most 
in Twins’ history. Included among 
those outings was a no-hitter in the 
1991 semifinals against a powerhouse 
Littlestown squad that vaulted New 
Oxford into its first championship 
series appearance.
“Beve throws a no-hitter in Game 1, 
and I remember how exhilarating it 
was beating a team we had no business 
beating,” said Meckley. “Playing 

second base behind a guy that was 
working like that was a thrill for me.”
Known for his calmness on the hill, 
Bevenour’s cool demeanor belied a 
fiery competitor. Meckley recalled a 
situation against Taneytown in the 
early 1990s in which an opposing 
hitter chirped a bit too much after 
getting a hit off the big lefty.
“Keith let it be known in the dugout 
that that player would see some 
inside fastballs his next at-bat, and 
true to form he brushed him back,” 
said Meckley. “We had a dust-up 
with them. Beve was very quiet and 
soft-spoken but he always had his 
teammates’ backs and he was intense 
with the game on the line.”
Bevenour retired from the Twins 
in 2013, closing his career 850 
strikeouts, nearly 100 career wins 
and an ERA of 2.92. The team gave 
Bevenour the ultimate tip of the cap 

in 2016 when his jersey was retired 
prior to a home game.
“That was really nice, it showed they 
appreciated what I did,” said Bevenour. 
“All the years of hard work added up.”
Bevenour stills plays a little baseball, 
suiting up in the York County Old-
Timers League. He doesn’t toe the 
pitching rubber anymore, instead 
playing in the field and taking his 
swings in the batter’s box.
An avid fan of the game, Bevenour 
said he and his wife attend a different 
Major League stadium each year. And 
while baseball has taken him across 
the country, nothing was able to lure  
him from New Oxford and the Twins.
“I could’ve played for other teams, 
but I liked playing in New Oxford,” 
he said. “The Twins were the 
hometown team and I wanted to 
do good for them. It was just the 
camaraderie with the guys.”
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